D. Officers shall thoroughly document the incident in
a report by the end of their shift.
V. GUIDELINES FROM THE MARYLAND POLICE
TRAINING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION
(PTSC) REGARDING INTERACTING WITH VICTIMS OF SEXUAL CRIMES
A County Police investigator will be in charge of any
follow-up investigation involving a sexual assault,
however, Village officers will respond to the scene and
conduct a preliminary investigation. Village police
officers shall adhere to the below guidelines issued by
the PTSC whenever they apply to the circumstances on
the scene.
A. The officer/investigator should honor the
confidentiality of the victim.
1.

Officers/investigators should make efforts to
provide a private and comfortable space for
victims, especially when being asked to
disclose details of their case.

2.

Officers/investigators should make an effort
to limit the number of disclosures that need
to be made.

3.

Officers/investigators should be aware, and
advise victims if appropriate, that the details
of their case can, and will, become a matter
of public record and cannot be fully
protected as confidential.

4.

Victims should be advised that the services
provided by certified sexual assault crisis
programs are confidential.

5.

The officer should not suggest a victim of
sexually assaultive behavior sign a waiver of
rights during the initial contact with the
victim or during the continued investigation.

2.

If the victim would like to be contacted by phone,
the officer/investigator should determine if a
voicemail can be left and with what information.

3.

The officer should document the victim’s preference in the report.

D. The officer/investigator should provide the victim with
the appropriate contact information for the law
enforcement agency and/or assigned investigator.
1.

Victims should be advised to contact the agency, or
assigned investigator, at any time, with questions
about their case; and/or

2.

If they have decided to pursue a criminal
investigation.

3.

The officer/investigator should provide the victim
with contact information for a certified sexual
assault crisis program serving the jurisdiction at
the time of the initial contact.

B. The officer/investigator should be aware of the
potential to re-traumatize the victim when
conducting follow-up contacts.
C. The officer/investigator should inform the victim
that the officer, or an officer within the agency
who investigates sexual assaults, will follow-up
with the victim within 30 days of the initial contact
to confirm the victim continues to request the
suspension of the investigation and the officer/
investigator will discuss how and when follow-up
contact will be made.
1.

Victims should be given the opportunity to
indicate the preferred manner in which contact will be made via phone, e-mail, mail, or
in-person.
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