Volume 109, Number 10

November 2021

THIS MONTH
IN THE CRIER
Food Drive November 7 at the Village Hall..............2
Beware of Mulch Volcanoes.........................................2
Annual Leaf Collection................................................2
Interim Superintendent Issues Recommendation,
Reassign Students from Somerset Elementary...........3
Board Actions - October 11, 2021...............................4
The Police Beat..............................................................5
Community News.........................................................6
Village Teens..................................................................7

Monday, November 8, 2021 at 7:30 p.m.
Board of Managers’ Meeting
TO BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY
November 7: Food Drive at the Village Hall
Benefiting the Capital Area Food Bank
(see article on page 2 for information)
November 10, 4-6 PM: COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
at the Village Hall (see enclosed flier for information)
November 11: Veterans Day; Offices Closed
November 25: Thanksgiving Day; Offices Closed
November 26: Day After Thanksgiving, Liberal
Leave Day for Non-Essential Village Staff

e Village, in partnership with Chevy Chase At Home, will host a COVID-19
vaccine and booster clinic in the Village Hall on Wednesday, November 10 from
4-6 PM. See the enclosed ier for more information.
Participants must register AND complete a Consent Form in advance by visiting
the Village website at www.chevychasevillagemd.gov, and clicking on
“Register for the November 10 COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic”. e clinic will be
administrated by Giant Pharmacy.

Fall is a great time to seed and fertilize your lawn. As you undertake that fall
lawn maintenance, remember that the use of synthetic herbicides and cosmetic
pesticides, including the commonly used “weed and feed” products, is banned
on lawns in the Village -and throughout the county. e law does not prohibit
the use of chemicals for the control of biting insects, and disease vectors, such as
mosquitoes and ticks and does not prohibit the use of pesticides on trees or in
landscape beds. Prohibition of the use of these chemicals protects our environment- pollinators, birds and wildlife will thank you! If you use a professional for
your lawn care they should know about these regulations, including the requirement that they hold a pesticide license if they apply any pesticides on your property. Despite the ban on pesticides, there are various ways that you can maintain
and promote the health of your lawn this fall.
Continued at the bottom of Page 4...

December 13: Board of Managers’ Monthly
Meeting Note: Meeting format (in person vs. virtual)
to be determined.
December 2021 Appeal/Variance
Deadline: Mon., Nov. 22 by 5:00 PM
5906 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
phone: 301.654.7300
fax: 301.907.9721
email: ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov
website: www.chevychasevillagemd.gov

As our world continues to ght the COVID-19 pandemic, the health and safety
of Village residents and personnel remain our utmost concern. erefore, we
have determined that it is not safe to hold this year’s Holiday Party. e event
was canceled in order to limit the opportunities for local transmission of the
virus given the traditional high attendance at this annual event.
We look forward to resuming community-building events in 2022.
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Please consider donating to a non-perishable food drive to bene t the Capital Area
Food Bank. e Food Drive will occur in
the driveway of the Village Hall on Sunday,
November 7 from 12:00-3:00 p.m.
While food insecurity is an ever present issue in the DC area,
the pandemic has worsened the problem. With anksgiving
coming up, this is an important time of year to support families who may not be able to provide for themselves.
Most wanted items include beans, canned vegetables, peanut
butter, whole grains (pasta, brown rice) and healthy snacks.
Bins will be placed and clearly marked on the West Kirke
Street side of the Chevy Chase Village Hall along the driveway. ank you to all who have been donating this past year,
it has made a huge diﬀerence! Special thanks to India Ingersoll and the volunteers who help transport the donations to
the Capital Area Food Bank.

B
Deciduous trees can bene t from the application of a 2-3”
layer of mulch around the base of the tree. e mulch can
help maintain moisture, reduce weed germination and protect trunks from lawn care equipment. Mulch materials can
be shredded hardwood, pine bark, pine nes or compost.
Unfortunately, over-zealous landscape crews frequently apply
too much material and mound mulch against the trunk of
the tree, hence the term “mulch volcanoes”. is is detrimental to the health of the tree and can cause serious decline.
Remember not to pile the mulch around the stem of the tree.
Visit the following website for tree care tips, including an
article detailing proper mulching technique:
http://www.treesaregood.org

e Public Works Department’s yearly leaf collection eﬀort has
begun, and will continue as needed through December.
Residents on Bradley Lane are required to bag their leaves
before placing them at the roadside, unless they have arranged
for a loose leaf pick-up (email ccv@montgomerycountymd.
gov for more information). Bradley Lane leaf bags will be
collected throughout the week, as part of your normal yard
waste collections. If you bag your leaves, they must be placed
in paper bags. Public Works will not pick up leaves that have
been bagged in plastic.
Residents and their lawn care contractors are asked to rake their leaves
as close to the curb as possible without putting them in the roadway
gutter. Please inform your landscape
crews of this requirement. Should it
rain, leaves piled in the gutter will dam
the water causing it to pond. Please avoid boxing in piles of
leaves between cars both for easier accessibility for the collection crews and safety for your vehicles.
Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should be left
loose and placed in separate piles from leaves. Sharp debris can
tear the leaf collection hoses or dull the blades, resulting in
downtime for the machine to allow for repairs to the vacuum
machinery that can cause delays in the schedule.
Leaves on each block in the Village should be collected once
per week. Schedule updates will be circulated through the
Village’s weekly blast emails. See the enclosed ier for more
information.

If you are thinking of starting a renovation, building, or landscape project,
please be sure to contact the Village
office for information as to what permits may be required.
There are County and Village building regulations that
may apply. Please contact the Village’s Permitting & Code
Enforcement Coordinator, Ms. Lora Reynaud, at
ccvpermitting@montgomerycountymd.gov.
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e use of gas-powered leaf blowers will be banned in the Village eﬀective January 1, 2022.
A letter communicating the eﬀective date of this ban and explaining current regulations regarding the use of leaf blowers
was mailed in September 2021 to every Village household and a separate letter was sent to all landscapers on record with the
Village. If you would like the information emailed or mailed directly to your landscaper/yard maintenance contractor, please
email your contractor’s information to: ccvpermitting@montgomerycountymd.gov.
All blowers operated within the Village remain subject to Montgomery County’s Noise
Ordinance. e county’s Noise Ordinance states that “a person must not...use a leaf blower at any time that has an average sound level exceeding 70 dBA at a distance of 50 feet.”
Additionally, the simultaneous use of multiple leaf blowers that are compliant with the 70
bDA limit can create noise of a suﬃcient level to qualify as a violation and/or noise disturbance.
If a blower seems loud, it may be in violation. Residents are encouraged to report blowers
that are suspected to be in violation to the Village Communications Center to allow staﬀ
to follow-up with the contractor and property owner. First time con rmed violators will
receive a warning and guidance for operating legally.
Residents are responsible for discussing these restrictions with their yard maintenance crews before they begin working
this fall.

Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) has determined that Somerset Elementary School is over capacity and the
school system is conducting a boundary study process in an eﬀort to relieve the capacity pressure by reassigning students to
Westbrook Elementary, located west of River Road and south of Little Falls Parkway. In November 2020, the Board of Education authorized expanding the study to include Bethesda Elementary School, which is also operating over capacity.
On October 15, 2021, the Interim Superintendent issued her report and is recommending that the Board of Education approve Option 1, which would reassign a portion of Chevy Chase Village to Westbrook Elementary. is includes homes
west of Cedar Parkway between Oliver Street (to the north) and Western Avenue (to the south). Only homes located
west of Cedar Parkway along West Lenox, Grafton, and Hesketh Streets would remain assigned to Somerset Elementary
School under Option 1.
If approved, the reassignment will not be fully implemented until the 2023–2024 school year. In the 2022–2023 school year,
only prekindergarten through Grade 4 students would be reassigned. Full implementation would occur in the 2023–2024
school year with prekindergarten through Grade 5 students.
e BOE will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed recommendation on Monday, November 8, beginning at 6:00
p.m. e deadline to sign-up to testify is noon on Monday, November 1. e Village has submitted a letter urging the
Board of Education to heed the community’s concerns and to delay any action pending appointment of a new District 3 representative. Written testimony/comments may be sent to the Board of Education at boe@mcpsmd.org.
For more information, visit the boundary study page at: https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/
BethesdaSomersetWestbrookBoundaryStudy.aspx.
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Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes - approved
September 11, 2021 Regular Meeting
Appeals, Special Permit & Variance Requests - all approved
A-7925 (Variance) 9 Chevy Chase Circle (Lot 1)
Construct a gazebo in the front (Chevy Chase Circle) yard, located twenty- ve and one tenths feet (25.1’) from the front (Chevy
Chase Circle) property line.
A-7993 (a) & (b) (Special Permit)101 Primrose Street
Replace a stockade wood fence located in the Brookville Road public right-of-way that is:
(a)
six (6) feet in height; and
(b)
located immediately abutting the public sidewalk.
e fence runs along the northwest property line, then angles west into the right of way for a distance of twelve (12) inches and
then resumes running parallel to the property line and abutting the public sidewalk for a distance of fty-four (54) feet in the
Brookville Road public right of way.
A-7994 (Variance) 111 Hesketh Street
Construct a step leading to an existing front stoop. e proposed step would measure six (6) feet in width and thirteen (13) inches deep. e proposed step would encroach a maximum of thirteen (13) feet forward of the twenty- ve (25) foot front (Hesketh
Street) building restriction line.
Matters Presented for Board Discussion, Consideration, and Possible Adoption - all approved
Establishment of a Body-Worn Camera Program for Village Police Oﬃcers and Purchase Authorization Request:
Body-Worn Camera System: Motorola Solutions
is is a synopsis of the Board’s actions. To view an archive of the approved minutes, or to listen to audio recordings of the most recent
Board Meetings, please visit the Village website: www.chevychasevillagemd.gov
by clicking on “Board of Managers Meetings” under the header “Quick Links” on the homepage.
Next Regular Board of Managers’ Meeting: Monday, November 8 , 2021 at 7:30 p.m.
NOTE: is meeting will be held virtually with members of the Board of Managers, staﬀ and the public participating by phone or
video. Access information for this meeting will be posted to the Village website and included in the weekly blast email November 5.

...Continued from cover article, “Reminders for Lawn Maintenance”
What can be used on lawns? e use of lawn fertilizer not containing herbicides is allowed and selected organic pesticides and
other minimum-risk pesticides used on lawns continues to be permitted. A list of these, along with tips on how to switch to
organic lawn care, is also available on the County website at: https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/lawns/law/
Where can I learn more? Visit the County website to learn more about lawn care practices and regulations:
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/lawns. e Village’s Environment & Energy Committee has many useful resources on its
committee page on the Village website: https://www.chevychasevillagemd.gov/258/Environment-Energy-Committee
How is the pesticides ban enforced? Montgomery County has enforcement responsibility, and they respond on a by-complaint basis. ere is a $50/incident ne. To report a suspected violation, call 311.
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E-mail Police Chief John M. Fitzgerald: john.m. tzgerald@montgomerycountymd.gov

With the holidays approaching, families will be traveling. If you travel,
please strictly follow CDC guidelines
to avoid contracting COVID-19 (wear
a face covering, maintain physical
distancing, outdoors is better than indoors, and wash
hands frequently), and follow the below security tips:

Keep your baggage wedged
between your feet or have a
hand on it at all times.
Don’t put your purse on
the X-ray belt until you are
walking through the gate
and can retrieve it instantly. When lines become backed
up, it would be easy for a thief to simply pick up your purse
without anyone noticing.
Don’t hang your purse or backpack on the back of your
chair; thieves can quickly remove items without you ever
knowing.

Don’t answer the door in a hotel or
motel without verifying who it is.
When returning to your motel room
late in the evening, use the main
entrance. After you’re in your room,
secure your door using all locking
devices available.
Don’t display large amounts of cash or expensive jewelry
-- this can draw the wrong person’s attention to you. Use
the in-room safe to store your passport, ID, jewelry, cash or
other valuables. Leaving these things loose in your room
invites theft. Don’t feed the temptation.
Enjoy the holiday season!

We’ve all seen it: the car driving down the
road with the windshield and all the windows
obscured by snow or ice. Other times, we see a
towering pile of snow on the roof of a car ahead
of us threatening to drop on top of us as we
motor around the beltway. Those drivers are not only lazy,
they are creating a hazard to themselves and others, and they
are breaking the law.
State law requires that you take the time to remove all the ice
and snow from your car’s windows and from the roof of your
vehicle. Failure to clear your windows carries a $70 fine,
and failure to remove snow or ice from your vehicle’s roof
carries a $90 fine.
Please keep yourself and the rest of us safe by cleaning off
your car before you drive down the road.

‘Hands free’ means just that: You can’t use your hands
to hold your phone—even when it’s on speaker
It seems that some drivers just can’t
help it, they just HAVE TO make
or answer that call or read or send
that text while they’re driving.
When that smart phone vibrates
or makes a noise, some folks have
no will power—they go to the phone the way Pavlov’s
dog re-acted to the ringing of the bell. If this describes
you, please stop. You are endangering yourself and others. It’s sel sh, it’s unsafe, and by the way, it’s illegal.
If you cannot trust yourself to refrain from handling your
smart phone while you are in control of a vehicle, then either
turn it oﬀ or put it out of reach before you start driving.
If you absolutely must use your phone while you are in the
car, then stop at a safe place like a parking lot or a side street,
NOT in a place that will impede traﬃc. Make sure to put
the car in ‘park’ and make/receive that communication.
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Chevy Chase at Home is a group of neighbors helping
neighbors. rough volunteer support, CC@H oﬀers a rich
program of aﬃnity groups, continuing education, socialization, and exercise--all currently via Zoom.
Please consider whether you, a family member, a friend or
neighbor might bene t from the help and sense of community that Chevy Chase at Home can provide. We welcome
members and volunteers.
Visit https://www.chevychaseathome.org/ for information.

Now more than ever, it is critical for
all Village residents to subscribe to the
Village’s email blasts. The Village operates two email distribution lists to deliver
information to residents:
Urgent News Blast are emergency alerts that are sent only on
an as-needed basis. Alerts include water main breaks, power
outages, operations closures and public safety alerts.

108 Primrose Street - Construct a second story addition
5802 Cedar Parkway -Replace air conditioner
5516 Cedar Parkway - Install a new generator
205 Primrose Street - Construct a rear yard deck
102 East Lenox Street- Roof maintenance (Courtesy Permit)
118 Grafton Street - Install a new heat pump
5418 Grove Street - Replace air conditioner
2 Primrose St. - Install a new downspout under front walkway
9 Magnolia Pkwy. - Install an electric vehicle charging station
4009 Oliver Street - Install drainage pipes
5904 Cedar Parkway - Install a 6-foot high fence along the side
(north) property line

The CDC has released guidance on eligibility for third and
booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. Vaccinations are
available at pharmacies, some private providers and county-sponsored clinics. To confirm eligibility and to find a
booster clinic, visit www.GoVaxMoCo.com or call
240-777-2982 Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For free testing sites, visit www.MoCoCOVIDtesting.org.
For the latest COVID-19 updates, visit
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19.

General News Blast, which are geared toward community
events, Board Meetings, etc. are sent out weekly.
To subscribe, visit www.chevychasevillagemd.gov and click
Notify Me on the homepage (look for the image at the top).
Sign-up for the Village Email Blasts and encourage your
neighbors to do the same!

When a power outage occurs, it is important for all residents to
call the following two phone numbers:

CCVillage@Groups.io is the community listserv for residents
of Chevy Chase Village. To join, visit https://groups.io/g/
CCVillage and click on the blue “+ Join is Group” button.
Once enrolled, the email address to submit messages to the
group is ccvillage@groups.io.
e CCVillage information website is at http://CCVillage.
info. For assistance, contact moderator and Village resident
Tim Slagle at ccvillage+owner@groups.io.

1. PEPCO at 1 (877) - PEPCO-62
2. Village Communications Center at (301) 654-7300
If the power is restored and goes out again in a matter of
minutes, the above two phone calls must be made again so the
new outage is registered.
Outages can now be reported through PEPCO’s mobile app.
Visit pepco.com/mobileapp to download. Customers can also
sign-up for text alerts by texting “ADD OUTAGE” to “48710”
from a phone linked to your account.
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The Village Hall is open and available for private rentals
by Village residents. The Village Hall has ample space to
accommodate gatherings, parties, and meetings and can serve
as a spacious venue for residents’ use.
For more information and to reserve the Village Hall for your
next event, select “Village Hall Rentals” under the “Residents” tab on the Village website or call/email the Village
office: (301) 654-7300 or ccv@montgpomerycountymd.gov.

Village teens are available for a variety of services. Please email the Village oﬃce at
ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov to add a teen to the list and to make changes.

List available in the print version that is mailed to residents.

Food-waste recycling--otherwise known as “composting”--is a great way to reduce your carbon footprint and greenhouse emissions while
returning nutrients to our soil and food system. e Village has partnered with e Compost Crew to provide low-cost household collection of food-waste.
e Compost Crew provides each household with an airtight bin and compostable bags. Residents separate organic waste and leave the
bin by their trash/recycling for collection on the designated day for weekly pick-up. e collected waste is processed at a composting
facility in Maryland. After six months of service, households can request that a portion of their contributed waste be returned in the
form of rich, nished nutrient-rich soil.
For more information including current rates, visit the “Food Waste Recycling Program” page on the Village website under Quick Links
on the homepage. e more households that participate ,the cheaper the service is for all, so sign up today!
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Resident input regarding the contracted services for trash and recycling collection is an important factor during
the evaluation of these services. Please
contact the Village office to provide
your feedback.
The Village provides rear door collection of refuse and recycling as a convenience to our residents. Please leave your gates unlocked
to allow access to your receptacles and remember to contact
the Communications Center if either your refuse or recycling
were not collected.
Special Pickups of bulk items are collected on Wednesdays.
Requests must be submitted either by phone or through the
Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the preceding Tuesday to
ensure collection.

-

ursday (11/25)

Friday (11/26)

Friday (11/26)

Saturday (11/27)

The Administrative office and Public Works Department
will be closed on Thursday, November 11 in observance
of Veterans Day and on Thursday, November 25 for
Thanksgiving. Limited staff will be on-duty the day after
Thanksgiving on Friday, November 26.
The Communications Center and Police Department remain
open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Special Pick-ups will not be affected during either week.

COVID-19
VACCINE &
BOOSTER CLINIC
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
4-6 PM
CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE HALL
5906 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
Pre-Registration Required
To register, visit www.chevychasevillagemd.gov
and select from the homepage:
“Register for the November 10 COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic”
There is no charge for the COVID-19 Vaccine or the Vaccine Booster.
All participants MUST complete a consent form, available online at the
time of registration. Participants are strongly encouraged to access the
consent form online or obtain and complete a form PRIOR to the clinic.
Hard Copies of the consent form are available
now on the porch at the Village Hall.
If you do not have internet access, you may register by calling
(301)-654-7300.
Sponsored by: Chevy Chase Village & Chevy Chase At Home
- See Reverse for Additional Information -

IMPORTANT: Pre-registration and completion of a consent form
are required prior to vaccination.
Visit www.chevychasevillagemd.gov and select from the homepage
“Register for the November 10 COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic”

Vaccine Booster Information
Covid-19 Booster vaccinations have been authorized by the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) for all three FDA approved vaccines, Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson
(J&J). Booster vaccination eligibility will be based on CDC recommendations.
Mix and Match. At the recommendation of both the FDA and CDC, eligible Marylanders
can choose any vaccine as a booster shot, even if it is different from what they initially
received. Please refer to the guidelines below associated with the vaccine you previously
received to check your booster eligibility.
For Moderna booster doses:


Individuals must be 18 years or older and meet the following criteria:
o
o
o
o



65 years and older
Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings
Age 18+ who have underlying medical conditions
Age 18+ who work or live in high-risk settings

And, have completed their two dose Moderna primary COVID-19
vaccine series at least 6 months prior

For Johnson & Johnson (J&J) booster doses:



Individual must be 18 years or older, and
Have completed their single dose of J&J COVID-19 vaccine at least 2 months prior

For Pfizer booster doses:


Individuals must be 18 years or older and meet the following criteria:
o
o
o
o



65 years and older
Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings
Age 18+ who have underlying medical conditions
Age 18+ who work or live in high-risk settings

And, have completed their two-dose Pfizer primary COVID-19 vaccine series at
least 6 months prior

Please visit the CDC’s website for more details on qualifying long-term care settings,
high-risk settings, and underlying medical conditions:
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p1021-covid-booster.html

2021 Annual Leaf Collection Information
The Public Works Department’s yearly leaf collection effort has begun and
will continue as often as needed through December.
Each week, the leaf truck on the west side of the Village will begin on West
Melrose Street and work south ending on Western Avenue; and the leaf
truck on the east side will begin on East Irving Street working north and
ending on Quincy Street.
Residents on Bradley Lane are required to bag their leaves before placing them at the roadside,
unless they have arranged for a loose leaf pick-up (email ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov for
more information). Bradley Lane leaf bags will be collected throughout the week, as part of your
normal yard waste collections. If you bag your leaves, they must be placed in paper bags.
Public Works will not pick up leaves that have been bagged in plastic.
Keep leaves OUT OF THE STREET! Rake leaves as close to the curb as possible without
putting them in the roadway gutter. Please inform your landscape crews of this requirement.
Should it rain, leaves piled in the gutter will dam the water causing it to pond. Avoid boxing in
piles of leaves between cars both for easier accessibility for the collection crews and safety for
your vehicles.

YES! Proper placement of leaf piles.

NO! Please do not place leaf piles in
the street.

Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should be left loose and placed in separate piles
from leaves. Sharp debris can tear the leaf collection hoses or dull the blades, resulting in
downtime for the machine to address repairs to the vacuum machinery that can cause delays in
the schedule.
Leaves on each block in the Village should be collected once per week, weather permitting.
Schedule updates will be circulated through the Village’s weekly blast emails (sign up
for these weekly emails on the Village website at www.chevychasevillagemd.gov).
See Reverse

Why is it important to ensure that leaves are
properly placed for collection?
Placing leaf piles in the street can cause many problems such as:
o

o

o

o

o

o

Disrupting traffic - many of our streets are narrow
streets with on-street parking. Large piles of leaves
extending out into the roadway limits parking and the
ability of vehicles, especially school buses, to safely
negotiate the streets.
Pedestrian safety - on streets without sidewalks,
pedestrians and traffic are forced to share the same
narrow strip of pavement. This is especially dangerous
this time of year as sunlight diminishes before many
return home from their commutes.
Disrupting surface drainage - rainstorms can cause
leaves and debris to clog storm drains and ditches. This
leads to localized flooding.
Hampering snow removal operations - snow covered
leaf piles can become frozen to the roadway surface and
can also become extremely heavy, taxing the abilities of
our snow plows to move them and slowing down snow
clearing operations. Snow plow drivers may also
mistake snow-covered leaf pile for snow, spreading the
leaves all over the street. Residents then have a difficult
time raking these scattered leaves back up.
Posing a fire hazard to vehicles parked over them there have been many examples of car fires that were
caused by the extremely hot catalytic converters of the
cars' exhaust system igniting the dry leaves.
Becoming very slippery in wet weather - causing hazards
to vehicles attempting to stop, start or change direction.

