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Board of M anagers Seeks R esidents’ Feedback
on Possible A doption of the County ’s
Healthy L awns Act
The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers is seeking opinions and feedback
from residents on a proposed new ordinance regarding the use of pesticides
in lawn care. Last month, the Board mailed a letter to all Village households
outlining the proposal for adoption as recommended by the Village’s Environment
& Energy Committee. Broadly, the Pesticide Law forbids the use of synthetic
herbicides and other pesticides on lawns. The Board’s letter also referenced
opposition to adoption of the Act from local representatives for the National
Association of Landscape Professionals (NALP).
Note: The law does exempt chemicals used for the control of biting insects and
disease vectors, such as mosquitoes and ticks.

The letter can be viewed on the homepage of the Village website and includes
links to a comprehensive description of the law, including the motivation for it
and arguments in favor of it; the recordings of briefings hosted by the Village’s
Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.
Environment & Energy Committee and the Town of Somerset; and a summary of
Board of Managers’ Meeting
the concerns raised by local members of the NALP. Comments may be submitted
TO BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY
by email to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov or by mail/drop-off at the Village
The Village Hall remains closed to the public as a Hall at 5906 Connecticut Avenue.
result of the COVID-19 health emergency.
A Public Hearing to consider possible adoption of the Healthy Lawns Act is

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Please call our 24-hour Communications Center
at (301) 654-7300 should you need assistance.
Weekend of November 7-8:
Diaper and Pull-Ups Donation Drive
Sunday, November 8, Noon-2:00 p.m.:
Food Donation Drive
November 11: Veterans’ Day; Offices Closed
November 26: Thanksgiving Day; Offices Closed
November 27: Day after Thanksgiving: Liberal
Leave for non-essential staff
December 2020 Appeal/Variance
Deadline: Mon., Nov. 23 by 5:00 PM
5906 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
phone: 301.654.7300
fax: 301.907.9721
email: ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov
website: www.chevychasevillagemd.gov

scheduled during the Board’s regular meeting on December 14, 2020. The
meeting will be held virtually and will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Food and Diaper Drives at the Village Hall
Village resident volunteers will be collecting non-perishable foodstuffs to benefit
the Capital Area Food Bank on Sunday, November 8 from noon to 2:00 p.m.
There will be bins placed outside the Village Hall near the benches along the
sidewalk where you can kindly drop off donations. Most needed items include
beans, peanut butter, canned vegetables, pasta, cereal, protein bars, and canned
chicken. During the pandemic, household donations are important as ever- no
donation is too small!
Additionally, through the weekend of November 7-8, residents are also welcomed to drop off packs of diapers and pull-ups to benefit Friendship Place. A
bin for this donation will be located on the main entry porch at the Village Hall.
Diapers and pull-ups of all sizes are appreciated.
If anyone is available to assist the volunteers in transporting the donations, please
send an email to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov.
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Join the Crew; The Compost Crew
Recent Rate Reduction Makes
Program Even More Affordable
Food-waste recycling--otherwise
known as “composting” is a great
way to reduce your carbon footprint
and greenhouse emissions while
returning nutrients to our soil and
food system. The Village has partnered with The Compost Crew to
provide low-cost household collection of food-waste.
The Compost Crew provides each household with an airtight
bin and compostable bags; all residents have to do is separate
organic waste and leave the bin by your trash and recycling receptacles for collection on the designated day for weekly pickup. The collected waste is processed at a composting facility
in Maryland and, after six months of service, households can
request that a portion of your contributed waste be returned in
the form of rich, finished nutrient-rich soil.
The food-waste collection program in Chevy Chase Village
continues to grow as the community looks for more ways to
be conscientious consumers. The Village recently hit a milestone of 75 households who are recycling their food-waste with
Compost Crew. As a result of increased participation, the price
per household for Compost Crew’s convenient food-waste
collection is now $16 per month for the standard size bin- a
20% savings from the previous cost. The monthly cost for
the larger 12-gallon bins has dropped to $20/month.
For more information including current rates, visit the “Food
Waste Recycling Program” page on the Village website under
Quick Links on the homepage. The more households that participate, the cheaper the service is for all, so sign up today!

Do I Need a Permit?
If you are thinking of starting a renovation, building, or landscape project,
please be sure to contact the Village
office for information as to what
permits may be required. There are
County and Village building regulations that may apply.
Contact Permitting & Code Enforcement Coordinator,
Jessica Gebhart, at ccvpermitting@montgomerycountymd.gov
for assistance.
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A nnual Leaf Collection
The Public Works Department’s
yearly leaf collection effort began in
October and will continue as often
as needed through December.
Each week, the leaf truck on the
west side of the Village will begin on West Melrose St. and
work south ending on Western Ave.; and the leaf truck on
the east side will begin on East Irving St. working north
and ending on Quincy St.
Residents on Bradley Lane are required to bag their leaves
before placing them at the roadside. Bradley Lane leaf
bags will be collected throughout the week, as part of your
normal yard waste collections. If you bag your leaves, they
must be placed in paper bags. Public Works will not pick
up leaves that have been bagged in plastic.
Residents and their lawn care contractors are asked to
rake their leaves as close to the curb as possible without
putting them in the roadway gutter. Please inform your
landscape crews of this requirement. Should it rain, leaves
piled in the gutter will dam the water causing it to pond.
Please avoid boxing in piles of leaves between cars both for
easier accessibility for the collection crews and safety for your
vehicles.
Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should be left
loose and placed in separate piles from leaves. Sharp debris
can tear the leaf collection hoses or dull the blades, resulting
in downtime for the machine to allow for repairs to the vacuum machinery that can cause delays in the schedule.
Leaves on each block in the Village should be collected once
per week, weather permitting. Schedule updates will be circulated through the Village’s weekly blast emails.

Building Permits Issued: October 2020
1A East Irving Street - In-kind replacement of 6’ fence
3925 Oliver Street - Construct 2 rear yard retaining seat walls
3925 Oliver Street - Install enlarged rear patio and walkways
3 Chevy Chase Circle - In-kind replacement of playground
surface and sand box area
101 Oxford Street - Construct patios, walkways and partial
in-kind replacement of driveway
112 Grafton Street - Replace driveway and walkway
3804 Bradley Lane Construct retaining wall and fence
5511 Park Street - Construct walkway, patio and firepit
7 Newlands Street - Install drain pipe in public r-o-w

Dry Wells and Their M aintenance
If you have dry wells (underground receptacles for stormwater runoff) on your property as part of a stormwater management system, it’s
important to know that these underground retention pits require ongoing maintenance—“out of sight” should not be “out of mind”!
Debris from gutters (leaf litter and such) can cause clogging of the gravel retention area, and even above ground, it is important not to
block the overflow cap or to build on top of the dry-well.
If you notice that the area around your dry well is soggy, or worse, if the overflow cap seems to activate at the least amount of rain, then it
probably means your system is due for a cleaning. Generally, every three to five years the gravel containment area needs to be flushed out,
to eliminate sediment and debris that can hamper performance. This process is often referred to as “refreshing” the dry well. If this maintenance is neglected, the well will not function and you will experience adverse impacts to your yard and possibly to your basement.
Check with the company that installed the system, or if it was in place when you purchased your home, many landscape companies can
perform this service. Keeping your dry wells in good condition will go a long way to improving the stormwater management conditions
in your yard. Visit the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s website at https://www.cbf.org/document-library/presentation-webinar-materials/
CBF_Dry_Well_011614.pdf for information on dry wells and their maintenance, as well as the Montgomery County website at
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/PostersPamphlets/dry-wells.pdf for information on dry wells in general,
their sizing and location.

Note: Installation of a dry well on your property requires a Chevy Chase Village Building Permit. Contact the Village’s Permitting & Code Enforcement Coordinator Ms. Jessica Gebhart at ccvpermitting@montgomerycountymd.gov for assistance.
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BOARD ACTIONS:

October 12, 2020 Board of Managers’ Meeting
Approval of Previous Meetings’ Minutes:
September 14, 2020 Regular Meeting - approved			

October 1, 2020 Executive Session - approved

Special Permits and Variance Requests:
A-7778 (Special Permit) 5506 Grove Street
Replace and widen an existing driveway, a portion of which would exceed the maximum allowed driveway width in public
right-of-way. The driveway would measure twelve (12) feet in width for a length of eleven (11) feet within the Grove Street public
right-of-way. - approved
Matters Presented for Board Discussion, Consideration, and Possible Adoption:
• Staff Update: Thrive Montgomery 2050 Plan - Staff recommendation for a workgroup to follow plan developmentapproved, with Board Members Robert Goodwin, Jr. and David Winstead serving on the group
• Staff Report: Maryland Energy Administration Municipal LED Streetlight Program - Staff recommendation to
participate in the program- approved
•

Board Approval of a Material Utilization Agreement with the State Highway Administration (3-year term) For the acquisition of road salt for use in responding to winter storm events- approved

•

Purchase Authorization Request- Replacement of the administrative vehicle with a fully electric Chevrolet Bolt EV in an
amount not to exceed $22,100 from Criswell Chevrolet, Inc. - approved

Commission & Committee Matters
Financial Review Committee: Presentation of the draft audited financial statements for FY2020 prepared by the independent
auditing firm, Lindsey & Associates, LLC. - no action required
This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions. To view an archive of the approved minutes, or to watch video
recordings of the most recent Board Meetings, please visit the Village website: www.chevychasevillagemd.gov
by clicking on “Board of Managers Meetings” under the header “Quick Links” on the homepage.

Next Regular Board of Managers’ Meeting: Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.
NOTE: This meeting will be held virtually with members of the Board of Managers, staff and the public participating by phone or
video. Access information for this meeting will be posted to the Village website and included in the weekly blast email on November 6.

Leaf Blower R egulations R eminders

Ban on Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers goes into effect January 1, 2022
Current Regulations: All blowers being operated in the Village are subject to Montgomery County’s Noise Ordinance, which
states that “a person must not sell, buy, offer for sale, or use a leaf blower at any time that has an average sound level exceeding
70 dBA at a distance of 50 feet.” Additionally, the simultaneous use of multiple leaf blowers that are compliant with the 70
bDA limit can create noise of a sufficient level to qualify as a violation and/or noise disturbance.
Leaf blowers with a rating above 70dBA, as marked on the machine, are illegal and the company can be fined after one warning
citation. The Village has determined that many crews working in the Village were operating illegal blowers. As a result, several
companies have been fined $500.00, per County regulations.
Ban on Gas-Powered Blowers, eff. 1/1/2022: Gas-powered leaf blowers will be banned in the Village effective January 1,
2022. The Village Board approved the ban in December 2019 citing the adverse environmental, human health (principally for
the equipment operator) and quality of life impacts resulting from the use of gas-powered leaf blowers.
How Residents Can Help: The best tool to ensure compliance is for residents to communicate these rules to their contractors
and to stress their importance. Check your lawn company’s machines and help to reduce noise pollution in the Village.
The Village has circulated a bilingual handout to contractors informing them of the current regulations and the ban effective
in 2022. If you would like your landscaper/yard maintenance contractor to receive this handout, please email your contractor’s
information to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. Residents can also provide their landscapers with a copy of the county’s “Leaf
Blower Notice”, which is posted on the Village website under Quick Links on the homepage.
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THE POLICE BEAT

E-mail Police Chief John M. Fitzgerald: john.m.fitzgerald@montgomerycountymd.gov

Team Member Close-Up:
Officer Iraj Almas
Officer Iraj Almas joined
the Chevy Chase Village
Police Department in
September 2006 and is
currently assigned to the
day shift patrol. Officer
Almas is a graduate of the
Prince George’s Community College Municipal
Police Academy, where he
received the Academy’s fitness award. Officer Almas
served with the Takoma
Park Police prior to joining
the Chevy Chase Village Police Department.
Officer Almas is certified as a Crisis Intervention Team
officer (CIT). CIT-certified officers have learned important
de-escalation techniques and skills to help individuals in
crises and those with cognitive and behavioral disorders.
Officer Almas is a certified mountain bike officer and conducts bike and foot patrols throughout the Village, especially
in Western Grove Park and the Village Buffer Zone. He has
a passion for physical fitness and he enjoys basketball and
strength training on his time off.

Get Your Scrapers R eady:

You must remove all snow and ice from your
car’s windows and roof before driving.

We’ve all seen it: the car driving down the road
with the windshield and all the windows obscured by snow
or ice. Other times, we see a towering pile of snow on the
roof of a car ahead of us threatening to drop on top of us as
we motor around the beltway. Those drivers are not only
lazy, they are creating a hazard to themselves and
others, and they are breaking the law.
State law requires that you take the time to remove all the ice and snow from your car’s windows and from
the roof of your vehicle. Failure to clear your windows carries
a $70 fine, and failure to remove snow or ice from your vehicle’s roof carries a $90 fine.
Please keep yourself and the rest of us safe by cleaning off
your car before you drive down the road.

Travel Safety Tips
With the holidays approaching,
families will be traveling. If you travel,
please strictly follow CDC guidelines to
avoid contracting COVID-19 (wear a
face covering, maintain physical
distancing, outdoors is better than indoors, and wash hands
frequently), and follow the below security tips:

At the A irport
•

Keep your baggage
wedged between your
feet or have a hand on
it at all times.

•

Don’t put your purse on the X-ray belt until you are
walking through the gate and can retrieve it instantly.
When lines become backed up, it would be easy for a thief
to simply pick up your purse without anyone noticing.
Don’t hang your purse or backpack on the back of your
chair; thieves can quickly remove items without you ever
knowing.

•

At Your Hotel
Don’t answer the door in a hotel or motel
without verifying who it is.
When returning to your motel room late
in the evening, use the main entrance.
After you’re in your room, secure your
door using all locking devices available.
Don’t display large amounts of cash or
expensive jewelry -- this can draw the
wrong person’s attention to you. Use the in-room safe to store
your passport, ID, jewelry, cash or other valuables. Leaving
these things loose in your room invites theft. Don’t feed the
temptation. Enjoy the holiday season!

Our K ey Program Only Works
If We Have your K ey!
If you have not already done so, please return your house key in
case you or a family member gets locked out and so the Village
Police can access your home in an emergency.
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Community News
The Senior Corner:
Chevy Chase@Home,
An Aging in Place Village
Do you know that there’s an organization in your neighborhood that helps seniors remain in their own homes
safely when they need help doing so? Chevy Chase@Home
is a group of neighbors helping neighbors. Volunteers bring
needed support to members with a smile. Even, or especially, during this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, the value
of an engaged peer community cannot be overstated.
CC@H offers a rich program of affinity groups, continuing education, socialization, and exercise--all currently via
Zoom, which actually makes it easier for many to participate.
Please consider whether you, a family member, a friend or
neighbor might benefit from the help and sense of community that Chevy Chase@Home can provide. We welcome
members and volunteers.
Visit https://www.chevychaseathome.org/ for more information and applications.

Virtual Classes on Hold
In the September issue of the Crier we asked for resident
interest in virtual classes to be offered by the Village. It is
always our hope to support the Chevy Chase Village community with educational, creative and social opportunities, while
ensuring that these opportunities are conducted in a safe
manner during the current health emergency.
At this time, we have not received a show of interest to begin
holding virtual music, dance, or exercise classes, but we will
continue to welcome feedback on virtual activities.
If you become interested in taking virtual classes through the
Village, please send an email with “Classes” in the subject
line to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov.
We also welcome recommendations for instructors who may
be interested in teaching such classes, as well as suggestions
for other speakers or presentations that can benefit the community.
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Shrub of the Month
Fothergilla gardenii

Our shrub highlight for November is beautifully displayed in
many Village gardens. This compact, low growing deciduous
shrub boasts knock-out orange to scarlet fall foliage. Gardenii,
which is the dwarf variety of the native Fothergilla grows 3-6
feet tall and 2-4 feet wide and is multi-stemmed, and dense.
Fothergilla gardenii does not really have a bad season. Its
nicknames (varieties) are telling- “bottle brush” for the lovely
spring blooms, “legends of the fall”, for the spectacular fall
colors, “witch hazel”, as it is a member of the same family.
In the fall the dark blue -green
leaves turn shades of fluorescent
yellow, orange and red with all the
colors present in each leaf. The
leaves hold late so that fall color is
expressed over a long period, then
in spring, white, fragrant flowers
bloom from April through May as the leaves develop. This
deciduous shrub flourishes in moist, organic laden soils which
is not surprising as it was first described growing in moist
lowland coastal plain bogs of the southeastern United States.
These plants flower best in full sun but respond nicely to half
shade. Fothergilla gardenii was a favorite of Thomas Jefferson
and is occasionally available for sale from Monticello gardens.

Sign Up For Email Blast(s)
Now more than ever, it is critical for all
Village residents to subscribe to the Village’s
email blasts. The Village operates two
email distribution lists to deliver information to residents:
Urgent News Blast are emergency alerts that are sent only on
an as-needed basis. Alerts include water main breaks, power
outages, operations closures and public safety alerts.
General News Blast, which are geared toward community
events, Board Meetings, etc. will be sent out weekly.
To subscribe, visit www.chevychasevillagemd.gov and click
Notify Me on the homepage (look for the image at the top).
Sign-up for the Village Email Blasts and encourage your
neighbors to do the same!

Village Teens

Village teens are available for a variety of services. Please email the Village office at
ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov to add a teen to the list and to make changes.

List available in the print version that is mailed to residents.

Join the Village Listserv on Groups.io
CCVillage@Groups.io is the community mailing list for residents of Chevy Chase Village. To join, visit https://groups.io/g/
CCVillage and click on the blue “+ Join This Group” button. Once enrolled, the email address to submit messages to the mailing
list is ccvillage@groups.io.
The CCVillage information website is at http://CCVillage.info. For assistance with joining or posting messages, please contact
moderator and Village resident Tim Slagle at ccvillage+owner@groups.io.
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Trash & R ecycling Collection;
Special Pick-Ups
Resident input regarding the
contracted services for trash
and recycling collection is an
important factor during the
evaluation of these services.
Please contact the Village office
to provide your feedback.
The Village provides rear
door collection of refuse and
recycling as a convenience
to our residents. Please leave
your gates unlocked to allow access to your receptacles and
remember to contact the Communications Center if either
your refuse or recycling were not collected.
Special Pickups of bulk items are collected on Wednesdays.
Requests must be submitted either by phone or through the
Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the preceding Tuesday to
ensure collection.

Holiday Collection Schedule
For R efuse and R ecycling
Week of Thanksgiving, November 23-28
If your normal
collection day is...

Your collection day
will be ...

Thursday (11/26)

Friday (11/27)

Friday (11/27)

Saturday (11/28)

When the Power Goes Out…
When a power outage occurs, it is important for all residents to
call the following two phone numbers:
1. PEPCO at 1 (877) - PEPCO-62
2. Village Communications Center at (301) 654-7300
If the power is restored and goes out again in a matter of
minutes, the above two phone calls must be made again so the
new outage is registered.
Outages can now be reported through PEPCO’s mobile app.
Visit pepco.com/mobileapp to download. Customers can also
sign-up for text alerts by texting “ADD OUTAGE” to “48710”
from a phone linked to your account.

2020 Annual Leaf Collection Information
The Public Works Department’s yearly leaf collection effort has begun and
will continue as often as needed through December.
Each week, the leaf truck on the west side of the Village will begin on West
Melrose Street and work south ending on Western Avenue; and the leaf
truck on the east side will begin on East Irving Street working north and
ending on Quincy Street.
Residents on Bradley Lane are required to bag their leaves before placing them at the
roadside. Bradley Lane leaf bags will be collected throughout the week, as part of your normal
yard waste collections. Bagged leaves must be placed in paper bags. Public Works will not
pick up leaves that have been bagged in plastic.
Keep leaves OUT OF THE STREET! Rake leaves as close to the curb as possible without
putting them in the roadway gutter. Please inform your landscape crews of this requirement.
Should it rain, leaves piled in the gutter will dam the water causing it to pond. Avoid boxing in
piles of leaves between cars both for easier accessibility for the collection crews and safety for
your vehicles.

YES! Proper placement of leaf piles.

NO! Please do not place leaf piles in
the street.

Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should be left loose and placed in separate piles
from leaves. Sharp debris can tear the leaf collection hoses or dull the blades, resulting in
downtime for the machine to address repairs to the vacuum machinery that can cause delays in
the schedule.
Leaves on each block in the Village should be collected once per week, weather permitting.
Schedule updates will be circulated through the Village’s weekly blast emails (sign up for these
weekly emails on the Village website at www.chevychasevillagemd.gov).
See Reverse

Why is it important to ensure that leaves are
properly placed for collection?
Placing leaf piles in the street can cause many problems such as:
o

o

o

o

o

o

Disrupting traffic - many of our streets are narrow
streets with on-street parking. Large piles of leaves
extending out into the roadway limits parking and the
ability of vehicles, especially school buses, to safely
negotiate the streets.
Pedestrian safety - on streets without sidewalks,
pedestrians and traffic are forced to share the same
narrow strip of pavement. This is especially dangerous
this time of year as sunlight diminishes before many
return home from their commutes.
Disrupting surface drainage - rainstorms can cause
leaves and debris to clog storm drains and ditches. This
leads to localized flooding.
Hampering snow removal operations - snow covered
leaf piles can become frozen to the roadway surface and
can also become extremely heavy, taxing the abilities of
our snow plows to move them and slowing down snow
clearing operations. Snow plow drivers may also
mistake snow-covered leaf pile for snow, spreading the
leaves all over the street. Residents then have a difficult
time raking these scattered leaves back up.
Posing a fire hazard to vehicles parked over them there have been many examples of car fires that were
caused by the extremely hot catalytic converters of the
cars' exhaust system igniting the dry leaves.
Becoming very slippery in wet weather - causing hazards
to vehicles attempting to stop, start or change direction.

—

-

Chevy Chase Village Police Department
Pet ID Program

Place your pet’s photo here.

Pet’s Name:________________________________________
Breed: ________________________ Weight: ___________
Address: __________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________
Cellular Phone No. 1: _______________________________
Cellular Phone No. 2: _______________________________
Additional Information: _____________________________
Please complete this form, attach your pet’s photo and return it to the
Chevy Chase Village Communications Center at 5906 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, Maryland

