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Save these Dates for  
Upcoming Events: 

September 2: Labor Day; Village Offices 
 Closed 
September 9: Board of Managers’ Meeting  
September 17: Chevy Chase @ Home’s  
 Meet and Mingle 
October 1: Chevy Chase @ Home’s Meet 
 and Mingle 
October 2: Flu Clinic 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
October 30: Annual Halloween Party 

Update on Capital and Utility  
Infrastructure Projects 

 

Village Sidewalk Replacements Upgrade Project 
 

   Two years ago, after extensive public discussion and input from 
the Village’s Public Works Committee, residents and staff, the 
Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers approved a four-year 
long project to replace sidewalks throughout the Village which 
had not previously been replaced by the Village Public Works 
Department or Maryland State Highway Administration.   
 

   Like the sidewalks replaced in the first two years of the project, 
many of the sidewalks scheduled for replacement in Year 3 are 
either in major disrepair, have become uneven, have edges that 
have begun to fall away, are missing bricks or have up-heaved 
due to existing or formerly removed mature trees. This project is 
in keeping with Village policy to proactively use the revenues 
generated through the Village’s SafeSpeed Program (photo speed 
enforcement program along Connecticut Avenue) to improve pe-
destrian safety. 

 

   The Village’s sidewalk contractor, Capitol Hardscapes, has now 
begun sidewalk replacements scheduled for the third year. The 
complete Year 3 schedule is available by visiting the webpage 
located at the end of this article.  
 

   Capitol Hardscapes will take all due care to avoid disrupting 
private improvements/features (i.e., irrigation systems, lead 
walks, plantings, etc.) located between the sidewalk and the 
street; however, it is the abutting resident’s responsibility to 
mark, locate and repair any damage that may result from the side-
walk replacement work. 

Continued on page 4, first column... 

Montgomery County Council Approves  
Chevy Chase Lake Sector Plan 

 

   The County Council approved the Chevy Chase Lake Sector 
Plan on July 30th.  While the plan will significantly alter the 
landscape and character of that part of Connecticut Avenue and 
undoubtedly contribute a huge amount of additional traffic, com-
munity leaders, including representatives of the Village, worked 
successfully to reduce the scale of the overall development and to 
assure timing of much of the construction is linked to actual con-
struction of the Purple Line.  
 

   The Sector Plan calls for almost 3 million additional square feet 
of mixed-use development with heights ranging from 45 feet to 
150 feet.  1.7 million square feet can proceed with construction in 
advance of the Purple Line. This will include about 700 apart-
ments and 70 town houses, a hotel and over 250,000 square feet 
of commercial development in Phase I (pre-Purple Line) and the 
balance of mixed-use development can proceed in Phase II.  
 

Continued on page 2, first column... 
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Contact Information for the  
Board of Managers 

 

Patricia S. Baptiste, Chair 
(301) 654-7825 

pat.baptiste@chevychasevillagemd.gov 
Michael L. Denger, Vice Chair 

(301) 652-2067 
michael.denger@chevychasevillagemd.gov 

Richard Ruda, Secretary 
(301) 656-0982 

richard.ruda@chevychasevillagemd.gov 
David L. Winstead, Assistant Secretary 

(301) 951-6353 
david.winstead@chevychasevillagemd.gov 

Gary Crockett, Treasurer 
(240) 743-4440 

gary.crockett@chevychasevillagemd.gov 
Robert C. Goodwin, Jr., Assistant Treasurer 

(301) 986-9267 
robert.goodwin@chevychasevillagemd.gov 

Elissa A. Leonard, Board Member 
(301) 656-3760 

elissa.leonard@chevychasevillagemd.gov 

National Night Out; A Huge Success! 
 

   The Village held its first ever National 
Night Out on Tuesday, August 6 held in 
Newlands Park on the east side of the 
Village along Connecticut Avenue.  De-
spite the light rain at the beginning of the 
evening, the event was well-attended by 

residents young and old(er).  Representatives from the 
County’s Department of Fire and Rescue Services Station 
6 (located at Bradley La. and Wisconsin Ave.), Bethesda-
Chevy Chase Rescue Squad (located at Old Georgetown 
Road and Battery Lane) and Montgomery County Police 
K-9 units were on-hand.  Residents enjoyed being able to 
sit on-board the fire truck and ambulance and peer inside 
the Rescue Squad’s new million-dollar heavy rescue 
truck.  The kids really enjoyed the opportunity to sit in-
side the Village’s police cruiser and see the County’s K-9 
dogs perform various exercises with their officers. 
 

   There were plenty of hot dogs, chips, popsicles and 
drinks on hand and everyone left with goodie bags includ-
ing public safety-themed coloring books, Village police 
department magnets, pencils, safety message bracelets, 
stickers, fire chief hats, and more! 
 

   This new event would not have been possible without 
the many hands that came together to make it a success.  
Village staffers who worked hard to launch this event in-
clude Police Chief John Fitzgerald and Public Safety Co-
ordinator Jackie Parker.  Temporary Community Liaison 
Beth Catherwood assured all of the last minute details 
came together, and Sergeant Adventino Dasilva and Cor-
poral Eric Tiedemann helped pull everything together and 
cleaned up following the event.  Last, but by no means 
least, a special thanks to Public Safety Committee Chair 
Saul Goodman (Cedar Parkway) who was the evening’s 
grill master, ably assisted by Chevy Chase Village Police 
Sergeant Adventino Dasilva, spending the humid evening 
standing over the charcoal grill preparing delicious hot 
dogs for all to enjoy! 
 

   Many thanks to the residents who came out to support 
this late-summer community event.  If you missed it, visit 
the Village’s website (under About, Community Event 
Photos, National Night Out 2013) or our Facebook page 
to view pictures of all the fun you missed and plan to at-
tend our second annual National Night Out on Tuesday, 
August 5, 2014! 

...Continued from the cover article, “Montgomery County  
Council Approves Chevy Chase Lake Sector Plan” 
 

In addition, the Plan sets out requirements for open 
space and other amenities. 
 

   As a result of tireless community input, the 
County Council reduced the maximum height of 
several of the new buildings including properties 
along Connecticut Avenue and of those closest to 
existing homes in the area.   Community groups 
also worked hard to ensure that the Phase II trigger 
must be the actual construction of the Purple Line 
(versus funding agreements for the Purple Line).  
Therefore, redevelopment of properties on the 
west side of Connecticut Avenue and the Chevy 
Chase Land Company property at the corner of 
Connecticut Avenue and Chevy Chase Lake Drive 
must wait until construction begins on the Purple 
Line before they can begin applying for develop-
ment approvals.  The rationale is that this will en-
sure that transit will be in place before additional 
development can be completed.  
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Board of Managers’ Meeting 
Board Actions—July 8, 2013 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes:  
June 10, 2013 Regular Meeting and Executive Ses-
sion—approved.   
Variance and Special Permit Requests: 
A-6378 (a & b) (Variances): 104 Oxford Street.  
Construct a second floor addition above an existing 
single story: a) the soffit and gutter of which would 
encroach a maximum of one foot, four and three-
quarter inches (1’-4 3/4”) in the seven (7) foot east 
(side) yard setback; and b) that would encroach a 
maximum of four feet, five and one-quarter inches 
(4’-5 1/4”) forward of the twenty five (25) foot front 
(Summerfield Road) building restriction line—
approved. A-6377 (Variance): 111 East Melrose 
Street.  Construct six (6) masonry piers, with light 
sconces, that would encroach a maximum of twenty-
four feet, eight inches (24’-8”) forward of the twenty-
five (25) foot front building restriction line—
approved. A-6369 (Special Permit): 10 East Lenox 
Street.  Install a pair of handrails measuring a maxi-
mum of thirty (30) inches in length on either side of 
existing steps in the East Lenox Street public right-of-
way.  The proposed handrails would terminate six (6) 
inches from the public sidewalk—approved.  A-6381 
(Variance): 28 Hesketh Street.  Modify an existing 
stop and one tread that would encroach a maximum of 
eleven and two-tenths (11.2) feet forward of the twen-
ty-five (25) foot front building restriction line—
approved. 
Committee Appointments: Audit Committee: The 
Board appointed Gail Feldman of Oxford Street as 
interm Chair and Louis Morsberger of Cedar Parkway 
as a member.  Local Advisory Panel (LAP) to the 
Historic Preservation Commission: The Board rec-
ommended appointment Myra Kovey of West Irving 
Street and Mark Nadel of Cedar Parkway as members.  
The HPC will confirm the appointments.  Public 
Safety Committee: The Board appointed Paloma Zu-
leta of Summerfield Road as a member.  Traffic 
Committee: The Board reappointed Porter Wheeler 
of Oxford Street as Chair. 
Old Business & Status Reports: Capital Improve-
ment Program—Comprehensive Sidewalk Re-
placements Project:  Staff presented a report of on-
going and proposed projects.  

Continued at the top of the next column... 

...Continued from the previous column 
 

New Business 
Purchase Authorization Request:  The Board author-
ized the purchase of one (1) fully outfitted 2014 Chev-
rolet 2500HD 4WD pick-up truck under Montgomery 
County contract# 1022192 in the amount of $30,692.91. 
Resolution No. 07-01-13:  An Ordinance amending 
Chapter 24, “Procurement and Disposition”, Article II, 
“Source Selection and Contract Information”, Division 
3, “Procurement Exempt from Competitive Bidding and 
Proposal” by enacting Section 24-13, “Employee Bene-
fits”, to exempt procurement of employee benefits from 
competitive bidding and approval requirements under 
certain circumstances—approved as amended. 
Resolution No. 7-2-13:  A Resolution to amend Section 
77-4 of the Chevy Chase Village Charter—approved. 
 

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions.  To view an archive of 
the approved minutes, please visit the Village website: 

www.chevychasevillagemd.gov by clicking on Governance,  
Board of Managers, Board Meeting Minutes. 

2013 Resident Directory 
 

   Copies of the recently released 2013 
Resident Directory are available.  Resi-
dents can pick up one copy per household 
from the Village office. 

Special Board of Managers’ Meeting 
Board Actions—August 15, 2013 

 
Old Business: Re-adoption of Resolution No. 7-2-
13:  A Resolution to amend Section 77-4 of the Chevy 
Chase Village Charter—approved. 
New Business:  Contract Authorization Requests:  
Staff Benefits Insurance Contracts: Medical: Care-
First BlueCross BlueShield—approved.  Dental: 
Principal—approved.  Disability (long– and short-
term): Reliance Standard—approved. 
Contract Amendment Request:  Refuse & Recy-
cling Collection: Unity Disposal and Recycling, Inc.
—approved. 
Employment Agreement: Ratification of a Special 
Employee Agreement: Temporary Community Liai-
son/Administrative Assistant—approved. 
 

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions.  To view an archive of 
the approved minutes, please visit the Village website: 

www.chevychasevillagemd.gov by clicking on Governance,  
Board of Managers, Board Meeting Minutes. 



 

In The Village 

Village Bids Farewell to Former Employee 
 

   Community Liaison/Administrative Assistant Ms. 
Grace Brock resigned in July after four years with the 
Village.  Grace served as the face of the Administrative 
Office welcoming visitors, assisting residents with Hall 
rentals, and organizing classes and events for the resi-
dents of the community to enjoy.  Those that knew 
Grace will recall her bubbly personality and her desire 
to help others.  Her event planning background was in-
strumental in coordinating Village events, specifically 
the annual July 4th, Halloween and Holiday Parties. 
 

   We thank Grace for her hard work over the past four 
years and we wish her all the best as she focuses on rais-
ing her young family.  
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Rent the Village Hall for  
your Next Event! 

...Continued from the cover article “Update on Capital and Utili-
ty Infrastructure Projects” 
 

These features are considered to be "private improve-
ments" for which the Village is not responsible for en-
suring their protection nor their replacement. 
 

Washington Gas Main Replacements 
 

   Washington Gas contractor, Northern Pipeline Con-
struction Company (NPL), continues its work to re-
place and upgrade the gas main line along Grafton and 
Hesketh Streets.  Work on Grafton Street is anticipated 
to be completed within the next month, while work on 
Hesketh Street is scheduled to be completed by the 
middle of November. 
 

   The existing gas mains were installed in the mid-
1920s and are at the end of their useful lives. The re-
sulting work is intended to cause a notable reduction 
in the number of gas main breaks experienced in the 
Village and increase service reliability. The existing 
gas lines are also being upgraded from low to high 
pressure. This higher pressure will allow for greater 
system capacity to deal with increased demands for 
gas fueled appliances and equipment such as genera-
tors. 
 

   During the construction process your gas service will 
need to be turned off for several hours. It may be nec-
essary for you to be home to perform this work, partic-
ularly if your gas meter is set inside your home. If 
NPL requires access to your home, the on-site con-
struction supervisor will make this determination and 
contact you in advance to coordinate the work.   
 

   In a coordinated effort, after Washington Gas com-
pletes its replacement work, the Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) will follow behind to 
replace the water mains on these streets. 
 

WSSC Water Main Replacements 
 

   Over the next 9 months, the Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) will continue to re-
place, upgrade, and, in some cases, relocate almost 
three miles of water main lines throughout the Village. 
The final phase of the project is scheduled to begin the 
end of September on Grafton and Hesketh Streets. 

 
 

Continued at the top of the next column... 

...Continued from the previous column 
 

   The existing water mains were installed in the early 
1920's and are at the end of their useful lives. The result-
ing work is intended to cause a notable reduction in the 
number of water main breaks experienced in the Village. 
A listing of the affected streets and what residents can 
expect during construction is available by visiting the 
Village’s website at www.chevychasevillagemd.gov.  
 

   In an effort to provide timely and accurate information 
regarding the progress of these projects, a dedicated 
page has been created on the Village’s website for pro-
ject updates. Residents can access the page from the Vil-
lage’s website www.chevychasevillagemd.gov by click-
ing on the “Capital Improvements and Utility Upgrade 
Projects” link under the “News” tab.  
 

   Please monitor the Village website 
(www.chevychasevillagemd.gov) for further updates on 
all of the above projects or contact Director of Municipal 
Operations, Michael Younes, at (301) 654-7300  
michael.younes@montgomerycountymd.gov for more 
information. The Village thanks you in advance for your 
patience as we undertake these projects to increase utili-
ty service reliability, making the Village a safer commu-
nity for all.  
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The Police Beat 
To e-mail Chief John Fitzgerald: john.m.fitzgerald@montgomerycountymd.gov 

Chevy Chase Village Police Awarded  
Re-Accreditation with Excellence 

 

   On August 3, the Commission on Accreditation for 
Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) awarded the 
Chevy Chase Village Police Department (CCVPD) 
their fifth re-accreditation.  The CCVPD has been na-
tionally accredited since 1998.  Due to the Depart-
ment’s superior showing when it was audited, the 
CCVPD was granted the coveted CALEA Accredita-
tion with Excellence Award. 
 

   Every member of the CCVPD deserves credit for 
their contributions that resulted in a successful audit 
and the achievement of Accreditation with Excel-
lence.  Special credit goes to our accreditation manag-
er, Ms. Jackie Parker, who did an outstanding job 
compiling the documentation necessary to prove that 
we complied with over 400 standards during the 3-
year period since our previous award.  Her strong or-
ganizational skills and deep understanding of the 
CALEA process made us look very good.  A hearty 
congratulations to her and all members of the Chevy 
Chase Village Police Department! 

Back to School Safety Tips for 
Parents & Children 

 

   It=s that time of year; sum-
mer has ended and children 
are headed back for another 
year of school.  In order to 
ensure your child’s safety, 
please remember the follow-
ing important safety tips: 
 

Parents of children who ride the bus to school should 
take an active role in ensuring that children are 
transported to and from school safely and promptly, 
and that discipline and safety are maintained at bus 
stops. 

 

Please check the times, locations, and route numbers 
for your child.  Make note of any schedule changes 
which have been implemented for this year.  Route 
numbers are displayed on the side window of each 
bus. 

 

Drivers should remember that failure to yield to a 
stopped school bus that is operating alternately 
flashing red lights can result in a $570 fine and car-
ries a minimum of three points.  Village officers 
have increased patrol of school bus stops to catch 
violators. 

 

If you have a concern regarding the operation of a 
Montgomery County school bus, please contact the 
MCPS transportation office at (301) 840-8130 or the 
Safe Schools Hotline (301) 517-5995. 

Medication Drug Drop Box  
Installed at Village Hall 

 

   In April, the Village Police Department 
participated in a nationwide medication take-back 
event.  During the 4-hour period of the event, resi-
dents dropped off just shy of 200 pounds of unwanted 
prescription and over-the-counter (OTC) medication.  
Due to the community’s response to the turn-in event, 
the police department explored how it could meet the 
need for a safe drug drop-off site in a more permanent 
way.  In mid-August, the police department acquired a 
grant-funded steel drop box for that purpose.  Located 
in the hallway to the left of the lobby area in the Vil-
lage Hall, the white mailbox-style receptacle is availa-
ble to residents 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.   
 

   By dropping unneeded or expired medication in this 
safe and secure location, you will help to prevent oth-
ers from stealing or abusing the drugs, and you can be 
assured that the medications will be disposed of in an 
environmentally proper way.  Residents are welcome 
to drop off prescription and OTC pills in their contain-
ers (obliterate names on Rx labels).  No liquids or 
needles, please. 

New Dispatcher Joins the  
Chevy Chase Village  
Police Department 

 

   Ms. Heidi Rottman joined the 
staff of the Communications 
Center on August 12, 2013.  
Heidi lives in Washington, DC 
with her husband, a federal law 
enforcement officer.  She 

comes to us with significant dispatch and public safety 
experience, and we’re pleased to have her join our 
team.  We welcome Heidi to the Village!  



Notice of Adoption of a Resolution 
 

   The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers on Au-
gust 15, 2013, duly adopted Resolution No. 7-2-13 
(Charter Amendment No. 13-1) to authorize various of-
ficials to be bonded or covered by other insurance and 
to delete the requirement that the Board of Managers 
meet in August of each year.   
 

   This amendment shall become and be considered a 
part of the Chevy Chase Village Charter on October 4, 
2013, unless a proper petition for a referendum thereon 
shall be filed as permitted by law on or before Septem-
ber 24, 2013.  A complete copy of the Resolution and 
Charter Amendment can be obtained from Village Man-
ager Shana Davis-Cook in the Village office or by visit-
ing our website at www.chevychasevillagemd.gov. 

 

Community News 
The Senior Corner 

 

   Many of you enjoyed our Summer movies 
“Calendar Girls” and “Gigi”, offered by Jerry Bern-
stein, who always gives us additional anecdotes on 
the movies and characters.  We will have another 
classic in December – look for it in an upcoming is-
sue of the Crier. 
 

   All our M&M programs are offered on Tuesdays, 
from 2:00-4:00 P.M.  Everyone is invited to join us 
for conversations and refreshments before and after 
the programs. 
 

September 17 – “No, You Have Not Won the Lot-
tery, and Other Attempts to Separate You From 
Your Money” is the topic addressed by Barbara Mu-
litz, an attorney licensed in Md. and D.C.  Ms. Mu-
litz, appointed by County Executive Ike Leggett, is 
currently serving as a Commissioner on the Mont-
gomery County Commission on Aging.  This will be 
a very informative program for all of us. 
 

October 1 - “The Trials and Gratifications of the 
Docent”, presented by our own Jerry Bernstein.  Jer-
ry is a docent for three major science museums.  He 
has many stories and experiences to share with us, 
both informative and humorous. 
 

   We bring all of these programs to you in coopera-
tion with Chevy Chase Village and Chevy Chase@ 
Home for your information and enjoyment.  We en-
courage you to bring friends and neighbors with you; 
and we welcome your suggestions for topics that you 
would like to have discussed.  Call me at (301) 656-
0597 or email me – bettyoconnor2@verizon.net  
 

Betty O’Connor 
Chair, Village Committee for Seniors 

MVA ON WHEELS 
   The mobile service bus will visit the Friendship 
Heights Village Center along Friendship Boulevard on 
Monday, September 23 from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  For 
more information, call (301) 656-2797 or visit: 
www.FriendshipHeightsmd.gov. 
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Tax Credit Increase for Improvements on 
Historic Properties 

 

   The Montgomery County Council passed a bill over 
the summer to allow the newly enacted State tax credit 
maximum for properly documented expenses for the 
restoration and preservation of the exterior of an histor-
ic home individually designated in the County's Master 
Plan for Historic Preservation or located within a Mas-
ter Plan for Historic Preservation-listed historic district.  
The tax credit was raised from 10% to 25% for all tax-
able years beginning after June 30, 2013.   
 

   Owners of homes in the Village’s historic district can 
apply for the historic tax credit for eligible home im-
provements through the Maryland Historic Trust Of-
fice.  The credits, which are applied to offset county 
property taxes, are often used in concert with state re-
habilitation tax credits.  Applications for work com-
pleted in calendar year 2013 will be due in April, 2014.  
For more information, visit http://mht.maryland.gov/
taxcredits.html. 

Eighth Annual Ellen’s Run 
 

   On Sunday, September 29, friends and neighbors of 
Chevy Chase Section 5 resident Ellen Vala Schneider 
will hold the 8th annual 5K run/3K walk for in her 
memory at Candy Cane City in Rock Creek Park.  Par-
ticipants can race as individuals or in self-formed 
teams.  To donate, register and to get additional infor-
mation, go to www.EllensRunOnline.org. 

Mark Your Calendars for  
The Village’s Annual Halloween Party 

Wednesday, October 30  
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
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Building Permits Issued in  
July & August 2013 

 

3710 Bradley Ln.  Install replacement gates 
5510 Cedar Pkwy.  Replace 6’ fence and gates 
101 East Kirke St.  Ext. waterproofing project 
107 East Lenox St.  Install replacement fence 
6 East Melrose St.  Replace a/c condenser 
24 Grafton St.   Replace (2) a/c condensers 
136 Grafton St.  Install new walkway 
5517 Grove St.  Install new fence and gate 
9 Hesketh St.   Replace (2) a/c condensers 
25 Hesketh St.   Install new fence and gates 
29 Hesketh St.   Replace a/c condenser 
3927 Oliver St.  Replace walkway 
4012 Oliver St.  Install gas service 
11 Primrose St.  Install new fence 
3 West Lenox St.  Replace (2) a/c condensers 
5502 Western Ave.  Replace a/c condenser 
6124 Western Ave.  Install replacement gates 
6128 Western Ave.  Install 6’ fence 
5701 Wisconsin Ave./  Replace (2) a/c condensers 
 4115 Oliver St. 
Primrose St. &   Replace/Upgrade electrical 
 Summerfield Rd.  feeder 
 

Holiday Trash Collection 
For Labor Day September 2, 2013 

   Special Pick ups will not be affected by the holiday 
and will be collected on their normal day, Wednesday, 
September 4. 

If your Normal  
Collection Day is… 

Your Collection  
Day will be…. 

Monday Tuesday 
Tuesday Wednesday 
Wednesday Thursday 
Thursday Friday 
Friday Saturday 

July 4th Parade & Party a Success! 
 

   This year’s Parade and Party was a huge hit!  Thanks 
to everyone who helped make this year’s July 4th Cele-
bration a success!  Special thanks to the staff, Public 
Works and Police personnel for helping organize and 
assist with this event.  Please see the Village website and 
Facebook page for photos from the Parade and Party. 



Flu Vaccine $ 30.00 
FluMist is available ages 9 and up.  Please call to  
register in advance.  FluMist is an additional $5. 

 
 

Pneumonia Vaccine $ 100.00 
Recommended for persons 65 and older with long‐term health 

concerns, limited mobility, and/or a weakened immune system.  
 

Why is it so darn expensive? 
The new vaccine PCV23 covers 23 different strains of 

Pneumonia.  Previous years and the children’s form of the 
vaccine covers half the number of strains. 

 
 
 
 

Please call the Village Hall to register: 
(301) 654‐7300 or ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 
Over for More Info    

 
 
 

Flu and Pneumonia Clinic 
 

 Chevy Chase Village Hall 
5906 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 

 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013   
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 



 

IMPORTANT!  Checks and exact cash only 
will be accepted. Vaccinations are free to  
participants using Medicare Part B (if not 

a part of an HM0). The card must be  
presented at the time of vaccination for 
the fee to be waived. Please make checks 

payable to MedStar Health VNA 

All vaccinations are available for children  
9 years of age and older with parental consent. 

For more information: 
 
 
Flu vaccine: 
 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm 
 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/ 
 
http://www.flu.gov/prevention‐vaccination/
vaccination/# 
 
 
Pneumonia Vaccine: 
 
http://www.cdc.gov/features/pneumonia/ 



 

 

 

 

Distracted Driving is Dangerous:  Put it Down and Drive! 
Village Police to Focus on Enforcing Laws Against Distracted Driving 

 
What is distracted driving? 

Anything that diverts a motorist’s attention away from the primary task of driving 

results in distracted driving.  There are 3 basic forms of distraction:  visual 

(taking your eyes off the road), manual (taking your hands off the wheel) and 

cognitive (taking your mind off of driving).  While all distracted driving is 

dangerous, those activities that involve all three forms of distraction are the worst 

such as:  

 

 Texting (reading, writing and sending a text) 

 Using a cell phone or smartphone 

 Eating or drinking 

 Reading, including maps 

 Manipulating GPS, radio, CD player or other device 

 

 

 

How bad is the problem? 

Here is what we know:  distracted driving kills 9 people and injures 1,060 every day in the U.S. 

(NHTSA).  As grim as these numbers are, the scope of the problem is likely much larger.  The National 

Safety Council has completed at least one study which shows that distracted driving is woefully 

underreported.   Motorists are texting (reading, sending), emailing, and talking on the phone while driving 

at alarming rates.  We see it everywhere every day.  Some people appear to be nearly addicted to their 

electronic devices.  Don’t be one of them.  Stop it.  Just drive.  Put the phone in the trunk of your car if 

you can’t trust yourself to ignore your device.  You will hurt yourself or someone else sooner or later.  It 

is not worth it.   

 

It’s not just a dangerous thing to do, it’s the law. 

Using a handheld cell phone while driving has been illegal in Maryland for 

several years, but it has only been a secondary offense (officers could not 

stop a motorist for using a handheld cell phone unless they observed the 

motorist committing another traffic violation).    Effective October 1, 2013, 

using a handheld cell phone will become a primary offense; officers will 

be able to stop drivers for the sole offense of using a handheld cell 

phone.  Texting while driving is already a primary offense. 

 

Fair warning: don’t gripe if you get a ticket. 

Chevy Chase Village Police Chief John Fitzgerald has directed his officers to strictly enforce the laws 

against texting and cell phone use while driving beginning October 1.  Village officers will be issuing 

tickets—not warnings.  This is a very big problem and we’re trying to make you—and everyone else—

safe, so we hope you support our strict enforcement in this context.  

 

Watch the videos then take the Pledge. 

The US Department of Transportation produced a series of compelling short videos entitled, The Faces of 

Distracted Driving.  Some of them will put a lump in your throat and you can find them at the following 

link: http://www.distraction.gov/content/faces/.  After you view the videos, please consider taking the 

pledge on the reverse of this page which is your promise to refrain from texting or talking on the phone 

while driving.  After you sign it, keep it somewhere in your home where it will remind you of your 

promise.  For yourself, your loved ones and for those who share the road with you, please Put it Down 

and Drive. 

http://www.distraction.gov/content/faces/
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