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Private Property—“Where does my property end  
and the public right-of-way begin?” 

 

   This is the first article in a planned series that will focus on home 
improvement projects subject to Village rules and regulations.  The 
series will be broad.  It begins in this issue with the basics of under-
standing where your private property ends and public property—the 
“public right-of-way” begins.  A common misconception is that the 
dividing line between the two is in some way associated with the 
sidewalk.  The fact of the matter is that there is no predictable rela-
tionship and for those times when the sidewalk and the private 
property line do windup close together, it is by chance rather than 
protocol.  By reading on, you will learn how and where to get the 
facts. 

 

   Subsequent installments will address definitions, jurisdictions, the 
mechanics, sequencing and reviews involved in applying for a 
building permit and expand to include attention to the new regula-
tions adopted this past July that specifically address teardowns and 
new construction.  The series is a reference source developed to 
help make sense of often complex technical issues.  The Village 
Building Code is the official document to consult. 
 

   The series starts with the basics of private property—the land and 
house you purchased as your home, and the public-right-of-way—
the area where the streets, green strips and sidewalks (for those 
streets that have them) are located.  We all know intuitively that 
every house has private property that lies between the house and the 
street; the question is how far does it extend and where does it stop?  
With 720 residential properties in the Village, there is no blanket 
rule to answer that question, but we can provide a step-by-step 
method to gather information and shine light on your particular 
situation. 

 

   Specific measurements for each individual property are contained 
in your deed that you received when you purchased your home.  
Sometimes the deed describes the property as “lot x” or “lot x and 
part of lot y”, other times the deed will actually describe the prop-
erty’s perimeter using terms like “proceeding in a southerly direc-
tion 125 feet and thence from that point in a westerly direction 
etc…”.  If you have the opportunity to examine a copy of your  
 

Continued on Page 2… 
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...Continued from the cover article, “Private Property—‘Where does my property end and the public right-of-way begin?’” 
 

deed, making note of the description will be helpful down the road.  Another extremely valuable document many 
of you received when you purchased your property is the “plat diagram” or “house location plat”.  References 
going forward will use the term “plat diagram”.  For building and home improvement projects this diagram is 
essential.  The plat diagram is a drawing of your land and house taken from a bird’s-eye view that professional 
land surveyors created as part of your home purchasing documentation.  Generally, the plat diagram is delivered 
to you together with your settlement papers.  Understanding dimensions shown on the plat diagram is the right 
place to start in knowing what property is yours and what is not. 
 

   The accompanying graphic illustrates key physical relationships:  where the house, property lines, sidewalks, 
curbs and street are located.  For presentation purposes, the graphic provided here shows a sample plat diagram 
as an “inset” to the bigger overall view that captures the entire breadth of the public right-of-way and the front 
portion of the private property directly across the street.  Please see Inset A and note how the perimeter—the 
front, rear and side property lines—coincide with the larger image.  From the sample plat diagram, note the 
number “25 +/-” next to the line that stretches from the front wall of the house to the property line.  This line and 
dimension shows that the front property line is approximately 25 feet from the house front wall.  The “+/-” indi-
cates there is a margin of error that the surveyors acknowledge.  The range of error for a plat diagram could be 
up to a foot or two.  More attention will be focused on this measurement tolerance in an upcoming article. 
 

Continued at the top of Page 3... 



Board Actions - October 13, 2008 
Board of Managers Meeting 

 

Minutes: September 8, 2008 Regular and Executive 
Sessions—Approved. 
Commission Reports:  Brookville Road Working 
Group—The Board approved:  1) the supplemental ap-
propriation and expenditure of $34,000 in Safe Speed 
Program funds for the completion of the official 30% 
engineering design, and 2) authorized Village staff to 
submit documents for formal SHA and Montgomery 
County review and schedule a second Preliminary Con-
sultation with the HPC.  
Modifications to the Ball Field at Chevy Chase 
Park—The Board directed the Village Manager to draft 
a letter for the Board Chair’s signature to Washington, 
DC’s Mayor Adrian Fenty communicating the Village’s 
concerns that the proposed modifications to the ball 
field (located directly across Western Avenue from the 
west side of the Village) to accommodate evening 
games (stadium lighting and seating, etc.) would have 
an adverse impact on Village residents. 
New Business:  Contract Authorizations—Street 
lighting photometric analysis and engineering services 
(RK&K, LLP); contract to provide temporary (January 
1, 2009-June 30, 2009) police contract services to the 
Village of Chevy Chase, Section 5; design services for 

 

Continued in the next column... 
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Public Hearing Notice 
 

   The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers will 
convene on Monday, November 10, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
to consider and receive comments on an ordinance to 
amend Chapters 6 and 12 of the Chevy Chase Village 
Code to modify certain provisions relating to the regu-
lation of signs displayed within Village limits and to 
make certain related technical amendments.  There will 
be at least one additional public hearing on the pro-
posed ordinance at a future date. 
 

   A copy of the draft ordinance may be obtained at the 
Chevy Chase Village Office between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, or you 
may submit a request for this information to be mailed 
to you, or you may download a copy at 
www.ccvillage.org, and click on Board of Managers.  

...Continued from Page 2 
 

   Next, please look at the larger graphic and see the same style of line and dimension reference in three locations:  
1) Line “X” for the distance between the front property line and the sidewalk, 2) Line “Y” for the distance be-
tween the front property line and the street curb, and 3) Line “Z” for the distance from the front property line on 
one side of the street to the front property line for the house directly across the street.  Line “Z” is the right-of-
way width.  It is a fact that the Village right-of-way widths vary from street to street and even from block to block 
for the same street.  You are encouraged to call the Village office for the dimension for your particular block. 
 

   The graphic illustrates one possible outcome.  This sample property has a 25-foot front yard while a house just 
around the corner may have a 30-foot front yard.  Other aspects may vary as well.  Some streets within the Vil-
lage are wide with the houses set well back from the paved roadway while other streets are narrow with the 
houses much closer to the roadway, and the roadway itself may not always be in the very middle of the overall 
right-of-way.  Even with the range of possibilities, it is easy to understand where your own private property ends 
and where the public right-of-way begins.  Knowing what to look for on the appropriate documents and consult-
ing with Village staff are the keys to success. 
 

   With a context now established for determining where private property stops and the public right-of-way be-
gins, the next article in this series will discuss terms used by architects, builders and the Village Code together 
with their definitions as they relate to home improvement projects. 

the Triangle Park at W. Kirke Street and Laurel Park-
way (EDAW, Inc.); records management system up-
grade (CODY Computer Services, Inc.)—all approved. 
Contract Extension—Printing Company for the 
monthly Village newsletter, The Crier (Spectrum 
Printing & Graphics). 
 

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions.  To view an ar-
chive of the approved minutes from the Board’s meetings, 
please visit the Village website at www.ccvillage.org and 

click on “The Board of Managers”. 

http://www.ccvillage.org�
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Weekly Toddlers Group 
 

   The weekly Toddlers Group meets at 10:00 on 
Wednesday mornings in the Village Hall.  The Village 
provides the group with toys and a clean, indoor play 
space.  Most kids are between one and three years old, 
but all ages—including babies—are welcome!  There 
are lots of moms, grannies, nannies and sometimes dads 
who attend.   
 

   If you have any questions about the group, please con-
tact Kristen Best at (202) 460-1256 with questions or for 
additional information. 

News from The Village Green 
 

   The Village office has fielded sev-
eral calls from residents asking what 
can and cannot be placed in the recy-
cling.  The Village is not subject to 
the same restrictions as the rest of 
Montgomery County because the Vil-
lage’s recyclables are taken to a facility in Howard 
County by our contracted refuse hauler. 
 

The following items are accepted recyclables at the 
Howard County facility: 
 

Paper 
◊ Newspaper (including all inserts) 
◊ Magazines and catalogs 
◊ Junk mail 
◊ Boxboard 
◊ Corrugated boxes (cardboard) 
◊ Computer printouts 
◊ Office paper (including typing, fax, copy, letter-

head, etc.) and envelopes 
◊ Brown paper bags 
◊ Telephone books 
 

Glass 
◊ All glass food and beverage jars and bottles 
 

Metals 
◊ Steel food and beverage containers 
◊ Aluminum food and beverage containers 
 

Plastic 
◊ All plastic containers including bottles, milk and 

yogurt containers, etc. 
 

   Containers that have held any hazardous materials 
such as pesticides, oils or chemicals, cannot be recy-
cled; however, these empty containers can be placed in 
the regular trash.  If they still contain any hazardous 
materials, please contact the Communications Center 
to schedule a Hazardous Waste Pick-up.  Hazardous 
Waste Pick-ups are collected on the second Wednes-
day of each month and must be requested by 2:00 p.m. 
the preceding Tuesday. 
 

   If you have questions or would like more informa-
tion regarding the Village’s recycling program, please 
contact Michael Younes at (301) 654-7300 or  
michael.younes@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

 

Public Hearing Notice 
 

   The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers will 
convene on Monday, November 10, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
to hold a public hearing and to consider adoption of: 
 
◊ Resolution No. 10-03-08:  an ordinance to amend 

Section 8-22 of the Chevy Chase Village Code to 
prescribe a minimum distance by which play 
equipment, fences, walls, trees, hedges, shrubbery 
and other growth on private property must be set 
back from public improvements, and to clarify ex-
isting requirements regarding such improvements 
and plantings; 

◊ Resolution No. 10-04-08:  an ordinance to amend 
Sections 8-22 and 8-31 of the Chevy Chase Village 
Code to prohibit structures, play equipment, 
fences, walls, trees, hedges, shrubbery or other 
growth from interfering with pedestrian or vehicu-
lar use of alleys; and 

◊ Resolution No. 10-05-08:  an ordinance to amend 
Chapters 6 and 8 of the Chevy Chase Village Code 
to regulate the use of portable storage units and to 
clarify the definition and regulation of dumpsters 
within Chevy Chase Village. 

 
   Copies of these draft Resolutions may be obtained at 
the Chevy Chase Village Office between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, or 
you may submit a request for this information to be 
mailed to you, or you may download a copy at 
www.ccvillage.org, and click on Board of Managers.  

http://www.ccvillage.org�
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To e-mail Police Chief Roy Gordon:  roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov 
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Village Police Department 
Honored 

 

   Police Chief Roy Gordon and 
James Timmerman were honored 
by the Maryland Highway Safety Office for their out-
standing efforts in the “Smooth Operator Program”. 
 

   The ceremony took place at the University of Mary-
land, College Park in October. 
 

   Congratulations to Chief Gordon and James 
Timmerman for this honor. 

Holiday Shopping 
 

   Chevy Chase Village wants you to have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday.  But first, take a moment to review 
the following suggestions: 
 

Safety Tips 
• Always park in well lit areas when shopping. 
• Never leave packages or valuables in plain sight in 

your vehicle. 
• Whenever possible, walk in groups. 
• Walk confidently (a potential mugger or thief will 

target people who seem apprehensive). 
• Be aware of your surroundings. 
• If you notice something that does not seem right, 

then it probably is not.  Request assistance from 
Security personnel. 

• When walking toward your vehicle, have your keys 
in your hand. 

Protect Yourself Against Fraud 
• Sign all credit cards prior to activation. 
• Take only credit cards with you that you need. 
• Do not keep check cashing cards in your 

checkbook. 
• Keep purses or bags closed tightly. 
• Keep your glove compartment locked or keep your 

registration on you as it contains vital personal 
information. 

• When carrying large amounts of cash, keep it in 
different places, as opposed to all together. 

• Never reveal your social security number to 
strangers or telemarketers. 

• Never throw out anything that contains personal 
information without destroying it first (thieves 
search through trash in hopes of finding such 
material). 

Reminder:  Please call the Communications Center 
or visit the Village website to schedule a House 
Check before you leave town for the Holidays. 

Alarm Systems Registration— 
What You Need to Know  

 

   When purchasing a residential alarm system for your 
home, regardless of company affiliation, the package 
will contain a Registration Form to register your alarm 
system with the Montgomery County Police.  The 
alarm company representative will usually ask if you 
want to register your alarm with the County Police as 
Village residents are exempt from this County require-
ment.  The Village Police recommend you register 
your alarm system with the County Police because the 
County will not dispatch either Village Police or 
County Police if it is not registered. There is a $30 
registration fee to register your alarm system with the 
County. Village residents are exempt from any fines 
associated with the number of false alarms associated 
with their alarm system that other County residents 
must pay. 
 

   If you have additional questions or need advice on 
alarm systems contact Chief Gordon by email at 
roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov or by phone 
at (301) 654-7300. 

Thefts from Vehicles 
 

   The Village Police would like to remind residents to 
lock their vehicles, activate the vehicle alarm system if 
so equipped and remove any items of value from the 
vehicle when you arrive home. 
 

   During the last 2 weeks we experienced several 
thefts from vehicles that were locked and unlocked 
and both parked in driveways and on Village streets.  
Items taken range from petty cash, credit cards, and 
purses to vehicle headrest DVD screens.  Three arrests 
were made in these thefts and numerous stolen items 
recovered. 
 

   Please call the Village Communications Center at 
(301)-654-7300 if you see or hear anything suspicious: 
sound of glass breaking, someone looking into vehi-
cles, etc.  If your attention was diverted by some sus-
picious activity, call the police and let us check it out. 

mailto:roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov�
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Motor Vehicle Administration on Wheels 
 

   The MVA mobile service will visit the Friendship 
Heights Village Center (located on Friendship Blvd.) 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday, November 24. 
 

   For further information, go on the MVA website at: 
www.mva.state.md.us/location/montcty.htm or call the 
MVA at (800) 950-1682, ext. 2. 
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Village Listserve Sign-Up Instructions 
 

1.   Type groups.yahoo.com in your web browser. 
2.   Click on Sign Up in the green box. 
3.   Complete the form accordingly. 
4.   After successfully signing in, type Chevy Chase 

Village in the “Find a Yahoo! Group” field, and 
click SEARCH. 

5.   Click on ccvillage. 
6.   Click on Join this Group.  Congratulations, you 

are now enrolled in the Village listserve! 
 

   Now that you are enrolled, you can post and view 
messages from other residents on various topics.  To 
post a new message, type groups.yahoo.com in your 
web browser, sign-in using your Yahoo! ID and pass-
word, click on ccvillage on the left-hand of the screen 
and click on Post. 
 

   Listserves are a convenient tool for sharing informa-
tion; enroll in the Village listerve today! 

Autumn Leaves 
 

   The Public Works Department’s yearly leaf collec-
tion effort is underway.  Two leaf vacuums began run-
ning October 1st and will continue to run as often as 
needed through the first week in December.   
 

   Residents planning to rake their leaves into piles are 
requested to rake them as close to the curb as possible 
without putting them in the gutter.  Should it rain, 
leaves piled in the gutter will dam the water causing it 
to pond.  Residents are asked not to box in piles of 
leaves with cars both for easier accessibility for the 
leaf crews and additional safety for your vehicles. 
 

   Residents on Bradley Lane should put their leaves in 
paper bags and place them at the roadside.  Bradley 
Lane is the only area where bagging is required.  
Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should 
be left loose and placed in separate piles from the 
leaves.  Sharp debris can tear the leaf collection hoses 
or dull the blades on the leaf machines, resulting in 
repairs to the vacuum machinery that can cause delays 
in the pick up schedule. 

Halloween Party a Huge Success! 
 

   The Village’s new Community Liaison, Mike Water-
man, organized this year’s Party, and although the 
crowd seemed lighter, everyone had a great time!   
 

   The party again featured a costume contest with 
awards given in various categories to the younger and 
older age groups, Halloween-theme cookie and pump-
kin decorating and fun with Miss Paula and the ever-
popular Haunted House, which served up scares for 
both the young and the young-at-heart.  Compliments 
of the Committee on Children, Youth & Families, for 
the first time partygoers enjoyed pizza in addition to 
the cookies and candy! 
 

   Special thanks to Colleen Mudlaff and family for set-
ting up the frosting cups; Communications Clerk Bev-
erly Perkins (who gave of her personal time helping 
with the party preparations and took photographs of the 
evening’s festivities, which are available on the Vil-
lage’s website by clicking on News and Events), along 
with the Public Works Department for helping with the 
party set-up and teen helpers Katherine and Matthew  

 

Continued at the top of the next column... 

Village Administrative Office Closings 
 

   The Administrative Office will be closed on Tues-
day, November 11 in observance of Veterans’ Day 
and on Thursday, November 27 for Thanksgiving. 
 

   As always, the Communications Center and Police 
Department remain open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

...Continued from the previous column 
 

Baird and Kyle Bruun.   
 

   We would also like to thank our esteemed costume 
judges—George Kinter, Susie Eig and Marilyn 
Montgomery—who had a tough job on their hands 
selecting this year’s award recipients! 
 

   This party would not be possible without the many 
hands that put it together.  We can’t wait ‘til next 
year! 
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Public Works Department/Trash Schedule 
 

   Resident input regarding the contracted services for 
trash and recycling collection is an important factor dur-
ing the evaluation of these services.  Please report 
missed services to the Communications Center.  Please 
leave your gates unlocked to allow access to your refuse. 
 

   Special pickups of bulk items are collected on 
Wednesdays.  Requests must be submitted either by 
phone or via the Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the pre-
ceding Tuesday to ensure collection. 
 

   There will be no trash collection on Thursday, Novem-
ber 27 in observance of Thanksgiving.  Collection will 
slide one day so Thursday’s collection will be made on 
Friday and Friday’s collection will be made on Saturday. 
 

   Recycling collection for residents EAST of Connecti-
cut Avenue will be collected on Friday, November 28.  
Recycling collection for residents WEST of Connecticut 
Avenue will not be affected and will be collected on its 
regularly scheduled day, Wednesday, November 26. 
 

   Special pickups will not be affected and will be col-
lected on their regularly scheduled day, Wednesday,  
November 26. 

Building Permits Issued by the Village Manager 
October 2008 

 

5608 Montgomery St……………………..2nd floor addition 
5 Quincy St………………………...Install a trash enclosure 
4003 Oliver St……………...Install a new concrete driveway 
8 Hesketh St...Install a new flagstone and concrete walkway 
115 Grafton St….Install solid board fence in rear, side yards 
3710 Bradley La…..Kitchen, rear bump-outs, new rear deck 
1A E. Irving St……..Repair/replace roof joists and windows 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
Douglas B. Kamerow, Chair 
David L. Winstead, Vice-Chair 
Susie Eig, Secretary 
Gail S. Feldman, Treasurer 
Betsy Stephens, Assistant Treasurer 
Peter M. Yeo, Member 
Robert L. Jones, Member 

 

VILLAGE MANAGER 
Geoffrey B. Biddle 

Holiday Gifts to our 
Trash and Recycling Contractor 

 

   If you would like to provide a mone-
tary gift to our trash and recycling crews 
this Holiday season, please do so by 
placing an envelope on the lid of your 
trash cans or by providing it to them in 
person.  Village staff can not provide 
your gift to the crews.   

 

   Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
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