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Tentative Agenda  
Board of Managers’ Meeting 

Chevy Chase Village Hall 
Monday, March 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

Note:   The full agenda will be available  
on the Village website (by clicking on  

Board of Managers) by Friday, March 6. 
April Appeal Deadline: 3/16 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers’ Meeting, 2nd Monday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at the Village Hall 
Telephone: 301-654-7300, Fax: 301-907-9721, E-mail: ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov, Website: www.ccvillage.org  

Mark Your Calendar &  
See the Enclosed Flyers 

 

March 13:  Fright Movie Night 
March 15:  Spring Performance 
March 19:  Deadline for Directory Updates 
March 19:  Chevy Chase Historical Society’s 
        Spring Lecture 
April 1:  Toddler Group Kickoff Event 
April 1:  Start of Spring Class Session 
April 20:  New Resident Social 
April 20:Board of Managers’ Annual Meeting 

 

Article Deadline for February CRIER:  3/23. 

What’s Inside: 
Village Welcomes New Staff 2 

Chevy Chase Area Residents Plan Senior 
Village; Representatives Sought 

 
3 

Board Amends the Village’s Sign Ordinance 4 

The Police Beat 5 

Community News 6 

Village Teens 7 

Building Regulations 101:   
External Air Conditioning Units & Generators 

 

   This month’s focus will be on the installation and replacement 
of external air conditioning units (also known as “compressors” 
or “condensers”), heat pumps and generators.  Building Permits 
are required for both the installation and replacement of external 
air conditioning units and generators. 
 

   Air conditioning units and generators are restricted to the side 
and rear yards and are not permitted forward of the front line (or 
wall) of the house.  Both are also required to be at least seven 
feet (7’) from any side or rear lot (or property) lines.  In order to 
place an air conditioning unit or generator closer to the side or 
rear property line or to place either unit in the front yard, you 
must obtain a Special Permit from the Board of Managers. 
 

   Commonly, older air conditioning units were installed in loca-
tions that violate current Building Code regulations.  Therefore, 
these units are classified as developmental nonconformities be-
cause they are not compliant with the current Code.  When resi-
dents go to have these units replaced, the replacement units must 
comply with the current Code in regard to their placement as 
stipulated above.  In order for a resident to replace a non-
conforming unit in the same location, the resident must first ob-
tain a variance from the Board of Managers. 
 

   All newly-installed external air conditioning units, heat pumps, 
and generators must comply with the noise-control provisions 
and building regulations of Montgomery County.   
 

Continued on Page 2, first column... 

 
Mark Your Calendars… 

Board of Managers’ Meeting Dates in April 
 

Regular Board Meeting:  Monday, April 6, 2009 
Annual Meeting:  Monday, April 20, 2009 

Both meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
All residents are welcome to attend! 
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In The Village 

   Tax Return Reminder  
 

When preparing your State of Maryland  
tax return for 2008, please remember to  

enter Chevy Chase Village in the proper 
block of Form 502/503 as shown here.   

Chevy Chase Village 

Village Welcomes 
New Staff 

 

   The Village has added 
a fresh face to the front 
office staff.  Grace 
Brock joined the Vil-
lage in February as its 
Community Liaison/
Administrative Assistant  
on February 9.  This position coordinates all commu-
nity events, including the annual 4th of July Parade, 
Halloween and Holiday Parties, and oversees rentals 
and classes in the Village Hall in addition to serving as 
the Village’s primary administrative support. 
 

   A native of the D.C. metropolitan area, Grace gradu-
ated from the University of Maryland (College Park) 
with a degree in Spanish language and literature, and 
completed the “Events Management Certificate Pro-
gram” at George Washington University.  Before ac-
cepting this position with the Village, Grace worked 
freelance as a marketing and events coordinator with 
Provisions Catering, the company that has catered the 
last two year’s Village Holiday Parties.  She also 
worked at Jaleo in Bethesda and as a floral and event 
design intern for Amaryllis in Washington, D.C. 
 

   In her spare time, Grace enjoys sewing, fishing, 
cooking, event and home decorating, flea market shop-
ping, wine tasting, traveling, collecting anything vin-
tage and spending time with her husband and two 
dogs, a Yorkshire Terrier and Toy Poodle.   
 

   We welcome Grace to the Village! 

...Continues from cover article, “Building Regulations 101:  Ex-
ternal Air Conditioning Units & Generators” 
 

   Montgomery County does not require a permit to re-
place existing air conditioning units or generators, how-
ever the Village does require a Building Permit for the 
replacement of these units.   
 

   When residents are installing new external air condi-
tioning units, heat pumps or generators, they must ob-
tain permits from both Montgomery County AND the 
Village.  Residents must begin the process by first com-
pleting a “Chevy Chase Village Building Permit Pre-
liminary Consultation Form & Permitting Check-
list” (Preliminary Form), available on the Village’s 
website (www.ccvillage.org) and in the Village office. 
 

   After completing the Preliminary Form, Village staff 
will issue a “Municipality Letter” that the resident is to 
submit along with their application to the Montgomery 
County Department of Permitting Services.  Once the 
County issues its permit for the new external air condi-
tioning unit, heat pump or generator, the resident must 
then RETURN to the Village to complete an applica-
tion for the Village’s Building Permit.  No work is to 
be done until ALL required permits are obtained from 
both the Village and Montgomery County. 
 

   As always, the Village staff welcomes and encour-
ages you to call, email or stop by if you are planning to 
do any work on your property and/or if you have any 
questions regarding the Village’s permitting process.  
The Village’s entire Code of Ordinances and all of our 
forms and applications are available on the Village’s 
website at www.ccvillage.org. 



 

Board Actions—February 9, 2009 
Board of Managers Meeting 

 

Minutes:  January 12, 2009 Regular Meeting—
approved. 
Appeals:  A-5494—117 Oxford Street:  Demolish 
the existing main building—approved; A-5495—5503 
Center Street:  (a) construct a front porch, the eave 
and cornice of which would encroach five inches (5”) 
forward of the twenty-five foot (25 ft.) front building 
restriction line, (b) construct a rear addition, the eave 
and gutter of which would encroach one and six-tenths 
feet (1.6 ft.) into the southwest side yard setback, and 
(c) construct a fireplace on the aforementioned pro-
posed addition, which would encroach a total of one 
foot (1.0 ft.) into the southwest side yard setback—all 
approved;  A-5496—22 Hesketh Street:  (a) construct 
a rear addition, the cornice and gutter of which would 
encroach nine-tenths of one foot (0.9 ft.) into the east 
side yard setback, and (b) construct a fireplace and 
flue assembly onto the aforementioned proposed addi-
tion, which would encroach one and one-half feet (1.5 
ft.) into the east side yard setback for a total encroach-
ment of one and eight-tenths of a foot (1.8 ft.)—all 
approved. 
Old Business:  Resolution No. 11-01-08:  An Ordi-
nance to amend Chapters 6 and 12 of the Chevy Chase 
Village Code to modify certain provisions relating to 
the regulation of signs displayed within Village limits 
and to make certain related technical amendments—
approved. 
New Business:  Resolution No. 02-01-09:  Amend-
ment of Fee Schedule to reduce fees for the replace-
ment of existing nonconforming improvements—
approved; Resolution No. 02-03-09:  An ordinance to 
amend Sections 6-3, 8-8, 8-15 and 17-8 of the Chevy 
Chase Village Code to clarify who is subject to a fine 
for certain violations of the Village Code, to amend 
the amount of the fines for certain violations and to 
establish a fine for failing to comply with the terms of 
a Building Permit—approved. 
 
This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions.  To view an 

archive of the approved minutes from the Board’s  
meetings, please visit the Village website at 

www.ccvillage.org and click on  
“The Board of Managers”. 

 

In The Village 
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Chevy Chase Area Residents  
Plan Senior Village; 

Representatives Sought 
 

   Are you over 50?  Forging ahead to 60, 70 or be-
yond?  If your home in Chevy Chase is where you’d 
like to “Age in Place,” you may be interested in a new 
project that some local residents are starting: Chevy 
Chase at Home (CC@H). 
 

   The first organizing Committee meeting was held on 
February 17 and included representatives from five of 
the Chevy Chase municipalities:  Chevy Chase Village, 
the Town of Chevy Chase, Village of Chevy Chase 
Sections 3 and 5 and the Village of Martin’s Additions.  
More than 60 households of these municipalities have 
already expressed interest in becoming members of 
CC@H.  
 

   CC@H is designed to let Seniors maintain independ-
ence, choice and control over their own lives as they 
grow older.   CC@H will organize a close-knit volun-
teer network of people who live in the self-governing 
areas of Chevy Chase.  The members, ranging in age 
from the mid-50s to the upper 90s and maybe older, 
will support each other by helping neighbors who need 
help with a particular job and by being able to call upon 
others for a different service if needed.  The goal is to 
share skills, interests and needs. 
 

   Achieving this goal will require some hard 
work.  The second meeting of the organizing Commit-
tee is scheduled for early March.  The Committee will 
meet bi-weekly for as many months as needed to create 
a sturdy, self-sustaining organization. 
 

   If you want to be a member of this exciting new pro-
ject or simply desire more information, phone or e-mail 
either the Village’s representative Betty O’Connor or 
Joan Urban or Naomi Kaminsky (contact information 
below).  If you would like to join one of the subcom-
mittees being formed to work on specific aspects of 
CC@H, please let us know. 
 

Betty O’Connor (Village Representative) 
301-656-0597, betty.oconnor@comcast.net 

Joan Urban, 301-652-4743, jbumoscow@aol.com 
Naomi Kaminsky, 301-657-8070, ikeok@verizon.net 



 

The Village Hall 
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Contact the Village office prior to  
beginning any work to verify permit  

requirements.  Permit verification requests 
can be submitted by email to 

ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

Weekly Toddlers Group 
 

   The weekly Toddlers Group meets at 10:00 on 
Wednesday mornings in the Village Hall.  The Vil-
lage provides the group with toys and a clean, indoor 
play space.  Most kids are between one and three 
years old, but all ages—including babies—are wel-
come!  There are lots of moms, grannies, nannies 
and sometimes dads who attend.   
 

   If you have any questions about the group, please 
contact Kristen Best at (202) 460-1256 with ques-
tions or for additional information. 

Annual Village Art Show 
 

   The Building Facilities Commis-
sion will host the fifth Annual Art 
Exhibition at the Village Hall. 
 

   The Exhibition will open with a 
reception on Sunday, March 29 and 

will continue through Thursday, May 7.  
 

   See the enclosed flyer for additional information. 

2009 Resident Directory 
 

   The 2009 Village Resident Directory will 
be distributed at the Annual Meeting on 
Monday, April 20, and will be available for 
pick-up in the Village office after that date. 
 

   An update form was enclosed in the February 2009 
issue of the Crier and mailed to residents in late Feb-
ruary.  Please remember to return the completed up-
date form by Thursday, March 19, 2009 so changes 
and corrections may be made to your listing prior to 
printing the new directory.   
 

   Residents may also submit their changes via the Vil-
lage website at www.ccvillage.org.  Contact the Vil-
lage Communications Center to register your Email/ID 
and to receive your password.  After logging into the 
site, follow the directions to submit changes.  Once 
completed, click on the link “Submit My Application” 
at the bottom of the page.  The form is then submitted 
directly to the Village office.  Update forms may also 
be printed out under the “Printable Forms Center” 
page of the Village website.   

Board of Managers Election 
 

   Four Board seats will be up for re-election in April.  
Those seats are currently filled by Gail Feldman, Doug-
las Kamerow, David Winstead and Peter Yeo. 
 

   Any Village resident may run for a seat on the Board 
provided he/she is a registered voter in the State of 
Maryland and has lived in Chevy Chase Village for 
thirty days prior to the election.   
 

   Residents interested in running for a seat may contact 
the Village office or Burt Schorr, Chair of the Nominat-
ing Committee, at (240) 497-0392.  Nominations may 
also be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting 
(Monday, April 20, 2009). 
 

   The Village Code requires that candidates file a  
Financial Disclosure Statement with the Village Ethics 
Commission (Chair, Reid Thompson) prior to the elec-
tion.  Forms are available in the Village office. 

Board Amends the Village’s 
Sign Ordinance 

 

   After several Public Hearings, the Chevy Chase 
Village Board of Managers approved a Resolution at 
its regular meeting on February 9, 2009 to amend 
the Village’s Sign Ordinance. 
 

   One of the most notable changes made was to 
cease the longstanding prohibition on home security 
signs, commonly referred to as alarm signs, provided 
the signs do not exceed two square feet per sign 
face, and provided the signs are located at least five 
feet from the nearest public improvement (i.e., side-
walks, curbs, etc.). 
 

   Also notable is the deletion of all time limits on 
the erection of political signs.  Political signs may be 
erected for as long as desired provided they meet 
specific size and setback requirements. 
 

   To review the entire approved Ordinance, please 
visit the Village’s website at www.ccvillage.org, and 
click on Board of Managers/Resolution No. 11-01-
08.  Copies are also available at the Village office. 



The Police Beat 
To e-mail Police Chief Roy Gordon:  roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 

March 2009 Page 5 

SafeSpeed Program Update 
 

   At its regular meeting on February 9, 2009, the 
Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers approved an 
amended contract with ACS State & Local Solutions, 
Inc., the Village’s vendor for our photo speed enforce-
ment program. 
 

   The amended contract sets forth a flat-fee per month 
for the cameras, equipment, technical support and ven-
dor back-office administrative support provided by 
ACS.  The Village’s previous contract paid ACS, the 
vendor, a fixed amount per-paid citation.   
 

   The Village has received media and public attention 
over the past few months regarding the operation of our 
photo speed enforcement program.  Long before this 
scrutiny began, the Village had been in discussions 
with ACS to modify the existing contract.  With the 
Board’ approval, the new contract will take effect 
March 12, 2009. 
 

   The goal of the Chevy Chase Village SafeSpeed Pro-
gram is to change driver behavior, thereby improving 
safety for both drivers and pedestrians.  Based on all 
statistical data, the program is accomplishing this goal 
by decreasing the number of collisions and citations 
issued.  Revenues generated from the program go to 
fund only public and pedestrian safety projects. 

Police Investigate a Series of Diversion 
Scams Targeting Elderly Couples  

 

   Detectives from three District Investigative Sections 
are investigating three incidents of theft diversion 
scams targeting elderly couples in Gaithersburg, Rock-
ville, and Bethesda.  Detectives believe they may be 
related and committed by the same group of suspects.  
 

   In all three incidents, a suspect is dressed in a dark 
blue uniform and claims to be a government em-
ployee.  In two of the incidents, he told the victims that 
their neighbor’s home had a flood and he would need 
the victims to accompany him to the basement of the 
home to inspect their water pipes.  While the suspect 
and the victims are in the basement, two additional sus-
pects enter the home and search for cash to steal.  In the 
third incident, the suspect again claimed that a neighbor 
had a flood, but he wanted to check the water pressure 
in the victim’s home.   
 

   The first two incidents described above occurred on 
February 3 within an hour of each other.  The first inci-
dent occurred at approximately 4:30 p.m. in the 1900 
block of Stanley Avenue in Rockville.  This incident 
involved an 85-year-old female victim and a 99-year-
old male victim.  The second incident occurred at ap-
proximately 5:00 p.m. in the 4400 block of West Vir-
ginia Avenue in Bethesda.  This incident involved an 
83-year-old female victim and a 90-year-old male vic-
tim.  The third incident occurred on February 9 at ap-
proximately 12:00 p.m. in the 16600 block of South 
Westland Avenue in Gaithersburg.  This incident in-
volved a 72-year-old female victim and an 80-year-old 
male victim. 
 

   The first suspect is described as a Hispanic male, in 
his 30s, 5’6 to 5’8 tall, with a thin build, and short 
black hair.  He is wearing a dark blue shirt and dark 
blue pants.  He is wearing what appears to be a yellow 
name badge with a picture.  The second suspect is de-
scribed as a Hispanic male, in his 30s, with a medium 
build, and short black hair.  He is wearing dark blue 
clothing.  The third suspect is described as white male, 
in his 50s, with a heavy build, and gray hair.  
 

   Anyone who has information about the thefts and/or 
the suspects is asked to call the 5th/6th District Investi-
gative Section at (240) 773-6237.  Callers may remain 
anonymous. 

Vehicle Thefts and Vehicle Break-Ins 
 

   Montgomery County Police 2nd District (Bethesda) 
reported over 1,000 vehicle break-ins last year.  The 
Village has experienced an increase in vehicle thefts, 
especially vehicles parked in private driveways, and 
break-ins this year. 
 

   In an effort to discourage thefts of vehicles and 
thefts from vehicles, the Village Police urge residents 
to lock their vehicles, activate vehicle alarm systems, 
remove the valet key from the owner’s manual packet 
(applies to newer vehicles) and install photo-electric 
lights that activate when someone breaks the “beam” 
during the hours of darkness. 
 

   Village Police have initiated extra patrols between 
11:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. when most the thefts have 
occurred.  Arrests have been made and property recov-
ered and returned to vehicle owners. 
 

   Please continue to report suspicious activity to the 
Village Communications Center at (301) 654-7300. 



 

Community News 
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Village Listserve Sign-Up Instructions 
 

1.   Type groups.yahoo.com/group/ccvillage in your 
web browser. 

2.   Click on Join This Group in the blue box on the 
top-right side of the screen. 

3.   If you do not have a Yahoo! ID, click on Sign Up 
at the bottom-right of the screen.  (If you are al-
ready have a Yahoo! ID, sign-in as normal.) 

4.   Follow the sign-up instructions. 
 

   Congratulations, you are now enrolled in the Village 
listserve!  Now that you are enrolled, you can post and 
view messages from other residents on various topics.  
To post a new message, type groups.yahoo.com/
group/ccvillage in your web browser, and then click 
on Post in the blue box on the left side of the screen. 
 

   Listserves are a convenient tool for sharing informa-
tion; enroll in the Village listerve today! 

The B-CC Book Sale is Back! 
Donate to the B-CC High School PTSA 

March 28 and 29, 2009 
 

   Fiction and nonfiction:  children’s, young adult, mys-
tery, art, sci-fi, travel, business/economics, cooking, 
home and garden, politics, history, test prep., foreign 
language, science and more!  Please NO encyclopedias, 
outdated textbooks or magazines. 
 

   Drop-Off Dates: 
 

Friday, March 20—2:30-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 21—8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 22—9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Monday, March 23 through Thursday, March 26— 
2:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 27—2:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 

  Curbside drop-off at the main entrance to B-CC High 
School (4301 East-West Highway).  Tax receipts pro-
vided at drop-off.  Proceeds support B-CC PTSA. 

Contact the Village office prior to beginning 
any work to verify permit requirements.   

Permit verification requests can be submitted 
by email to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

"Underground Railroad  
in Montgomery County" 

is March 19 Community Lecture Topic 
 

   Historian and author Anthony Cohen, who has trav-
eled thousands of miles by foot, boat and rail to trace 
the steps of runaway slaves on the Underground Rail-
road, will present the Chevy Chase Historical Society's 
spring lecture on Thursday, March 19, at 8 p.m. at 
Chevy Chase Village Hall, 5906 Connecticut Avenue. 
The community is welcome to the free program. 
 

   "The Underground Railroad in Montgomery County 
History" will be the topic of Cohen's illustrated talk. 
The Silver Spring, MD native began exploring the his-
tory of the secret network of people and places that 
helped fugitive slaves escape to freedom, when he em-
barked on a two-month trek from Sandy Spring, MD 
to Amherstburg, Ontario, in 1996. Since then, he has 
continued his Underground Railroad reenactments, 
culminating last summer when he followed the route 
of his great-great grand uncle's 1849 journey from Sa-
vannah, GA to freedom in Canada. 
 

   Cohen's describes the Underground Railroad as "…
one of the most positive aspects of our heritage, al-
though it grew out of one of the most insidious chap-
ters in our history."  He is the founder and President of 
The Menare Foundation, Inc., a national non-profit 
which offers tours of Underground Railroad land-
marks in Montgomery County, a major starting point 
on the secret escape route for runaway slaves. 
 

   As a complement to the lecture, CCHS will offer a 
two-hour walking tour of Underground Railroad sites 
in Rockville on Saturday March 21.  Cost is $15 per 
person for CCHS members and $20 for non-members.   
Detailed registration information can be found at 
www.chevychasehistory.org. Questions may be di-
rected to Susan Elwell at hgr@chevychase history.org 
or (240) 277-3137. 
 

   Questions about the March 19 lecture may be di-
rected to Shelly Brunner at (301) 907-8072.  

Registration for Spring Class Session 
 

   Classes are now forming for the spring session, 
which will begin on April 1.  Class flyers, including 
the schedule and enrollment form, are enclosed in 
this issue of the Crier and are available in the Vil-
lage office and on the Village website. 

http://www.chevychasehistory.org/�


Chevy Chase Village  
5906 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 
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Public Works Department/Trash Schedule 
 

   Resident input regarding the 
contracted services for trash 
and recycling collection is an 
important factor during the 
evaluation of these services.  
The Village provides rear-door 
collection of refuse and recy-
cling as a convenience to our 
residents.  Please leave your 
gates unlocked to allow access 

to your receptacles and remember to contact the Com-
munications Center if your either your refuse or your 
recycling was not collected. 
 

   On windy collection days, please weigh down the lids 
to your paper and trash receptacles.  This slight extra 
effort saves the collection crew from chasing lids and 
debris all over the neighborhood. 
 

   Special pickups of bulk items are collected on 
Wednesdays.  Requests must be submitted either by 
phone or via the Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the pre-
ceding Tuesday to ensure collection. 

Building Permits Issued by the Village Manager 
February 2009 

 

6306 Broad Branch Rd……….….Replace circular driveway 
10 Newlands St……..…...1-story addition, porch w/ pergola 
111 Primrose St……………….....Enclosure of front portico 
3706 Bradley La..Remove existing addition, 2-story addition 
2 Newlands St…………………….…….Install two a/c units 
8 Newlands St…………………………...….Install new shed 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
Douglas B. Kamerow, Chair 
David L. Winstead, Vice-Chair 
Susie Eig, Secretary 
Gail S. Feldman, Treasurer 
Betsy Stephens, Assistant Treasurer 
Peter M. Yeo, Member 
Robert L. Jones, Member 

 

VILLAGE MANAGER 
Geoffrey B. Biddle 

Motor Vehicle Administration on Wheels 
 

   The MVA mobile service 
will visit the Friendship 
Heights Village Center 
(located on Friendship Boule-

vard) from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Monday, March 23. 
 

   For further information, go on the MVA website at: 
www.mva.state.md.us/location/montcty.htm or call the 
MVA at (800) 950-1682, ext. 2. 

   Rent the Village Hall  
     for your next event! 
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