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Building Regulations 101:  Driveways 
 

   Residents are often surprised to discover that a permit is re-
quired in Chevy Chase Village to not only install a new drive-
way, but to replace an existing driveway as well.  This includes 
driveway resurfacing. 
 

   The Chevy Chase Village Code states that any person intend-
ing to install, replace or alter a driveway or any material part 
thereof, must first obtain a Building Permit from the Village of-
fice.  (Residents in the Village’s Historic District must also ob-
tain a Historic Area Work Permit from the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC).  Please visit their website at http://www.mc
-mncppc.org/historic/ for more information.) 
 

   Driveways are regulated in three areas:  1) the portion of the 
driveway that is located on private property, 2) the portion of the 
driveway that crosses the public right-of-way, and 3) the drive-
way apron—the portion of the driveway that meets the public 
street. 
 

Private Property 
   Driveways located on private property can be installed using 
any material the resident chooses (residents of the Historic Dis-
trict must consult with HPC) provided the driveway does not ex-
ceed fifteen feet (15’) in width.  Conveniently though, the Vil-
lage Code allows residents to install a wider garage apron—the 
section of a driveway just forward of a garage—for two-car ga-
rages.  The apron in front of a two-car garage may extend the 
full width of the two-car garage for a distance up to twenty feet 
(20’) from the face of the garage.  The Code applies this accom-
modation to only two-car garages. 
 

Public Right-of-Way 
   All driveways cross the public right-of-way (r-o-w) to gain ac-
cess to the street; however, where the r-o-w begins and private 
property ends is not always consistent from street-to-street, and 
in some areas, it is not consistent from block-to-block.  Please 
see the November 2008 issue of the Crier to understand how to 
determine where the r-o-w begins in front of your property or 
contact the Village office for assistance. 
 

   Once you have determined how deep the r-o-w is in front of  
 

Continued on Page 2... 
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In The Village 

   Tax Return Reminder  
 

When preparing your State of Maryland  
tax return for 2008, please remember to  

enter Chevy Chase Village in the proper 
block of Form 502/503 as shown here.   

Chevy Chase Village 

...Continued from cover article, “Building Regulations 101:  Driveways” 
 

your property, your proposed driveway can not exceed ten feet 
(10’) in width where the driveway crosses the r-o-w.  Also, if 
your new or replacement driveway crosses or intersects with a 
public sidewalk, the sidewalk material must be restored/
maintained across the driveway, creating a continuous public 
sidewalk of consistent material type. 
 

Driveway Apron 
   Continuing from the ten foot (10’) maximum width of the 
driveway where it crosses the public right-of-way, the driveway is 
allowed a five foot (5’) radius on either side in order to establish 
the driveway apron—the portion of the driveway that meets the 
public street—therefore allowing a maximum width at the curb of 
twenty feet (20’).  While driveways can be installed in any mate-
rial or color residents choose, the Code is very specific that the 
driveway apron must be installed using concrete in accordance 
with current Montgomery County standard.  No matter the mate-
rial that is used for the driveway itself, the apron must be installed 
in concrete.   
 

   During its Building Regulations review last year, the Board of 
Managers modified the Code to limit the number of curb cuts per-
mitted per property to one each.  Accordingly, residents who want 
to install a circular driveway must request a variance from the 
Board of Managers. 
 

   Unlike other improvements in the public r-o-w, a License to 
Use the Public Right-of-Way is not required to install or replace driveways or driveway aprons; however, the re-
placement of driveway aprons is the sole responsibility of the adjoining property owner. 
 

   For a complete understanding of the Village’s driveway regulations, please reference the official document 
regulating driveways, Chapter 8 of the Village Code.  Chapter 8, along with the entire Village Code, is available 
on the Village’s website at www.ccvillage.org.  Village staff is here to help!  If you have questions regarding the 
Village’s permit requirements for driveways or any work you are planning to do on your property, please contact 
Doris Lyerly at (301) 654-7300 or ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

http://www.ccvillage.org�


Board Actions - December 8, 2008 
Board of Managers Meeting 

 

Minutes.  November 10, 2008 Regular Meeting—
approved. 
Appeals.  A-1698, 7 Magnolia Pkwy.:  Removal of one 
16.0-inch diameter Pear tree located in the rear yard of 
the property—approved.  A-5480, 5403 Center St.:  
Replace an air conditioning unit located in the front 
(Grove Street extended [Buffer Area]) yard of the prop-
erty—approved.  A-5481, 8 Newlands St.:  Demolish a 
detached playhouse located in the rear yard of the prop-
erty—approved. 
Old Business.  Resolution No. 10-03-08:  An Ordi-
nance to amend Section 8-22 of the Chevy Chase Vil-
lage Code to prescribe a minimum distance by which 
play equipment, fences, walls, trees, hedges, shrubbery 
and other growth on private property must be set back 
from public improvements—approved.  Resolution No. 
10-04-08:  An Ordinance to amend Sections 8-22 and 8-
31 of the Chevy Chase Village Code to prohibit struc-
tures, play equipment, fences, walls, trees, hedges, 
shrubbery or other growth from interfering with pedes-
trian or vehicular use of alleys—approved.  Resolution 
No. 10-05-08:  An Ordinance to amend Chapters 6 and 
8 of the Chevy Chase Village Code to regulate the use 
of portable storage units and to clarify the regulation of 
dumpsters within Chevy Chase Village—approved. 
 

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions.  To view an 
archive of the approved minutes from the Board’s  

meetings, please visit the Village website at 
www.ccvillage.org and click on  

“The Board of Managers”. 

 

In The Village 
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Christmas Tree Disposal 
   Public Works staff will collect trees, natural 
wreaths and garlands left at the curbside.   
 

   Please remove all ornaments and lighting.  
The trees are recycled into mulch and any 
wires left on the trees will damage the chip-
ping equipment.  Wire-framed wreaths and 
wire-strung garland should be disposed of 
with the regular trash. 

Committee on Children, Youth & Families 
Thanks all Who Participated in the  
First Annual Village Caroling Night 

 

   CYF would like to thank all the families who partici-
pated in the first neighborhood holiday caroling party on 
December 15.  We had almost forty kids ranging from 
toddlers to tweens, as well as lots of grown-ups who 
went caroling along West Kirke Street.   
 

   It was a very festive night with the Morgan family 
from Center Street kindly leading our group with a gui-
tar.  The weather was spectacular, in the 60s!, as we 
went from house to house.  We enjoyed seeing all the 
holiday lights and we especially enjoyed surprising sev-
eral people in their homes with such a large group of 
carolers: at each home, the kids would be at the door 
with the adults standing behind them, and most of the 
residents we visited had to take a minute to find an adult 
to greet because there were so many kids before them.  
After caroling, the kids enjoyed pizza and hot chocolate 
at the Village Hall. 
 

   CYF is thrilled with the participation and excitement 
of the residents for these community events.  Please note 
that while these events are geared towards kids and their 
families, all are welcome!  If you have any questions 
about CYF, please contact: 
 

Kristen Best at kristenabest@yahoo.com,  
Jill Watson at jillwatson2@yahoo.com or  
Minh-Ngoc Le at minhgoc@earthlink.net. 

Be a considerate neighbor… 
 

   A Village resident recently incurred a severe injury 
when he tripped and landed on sharp decorative edging 
that a resident had installed in their front yard just be-
yond the public sidewalk.  In light of this incident, the 
Village encourages residents to be conscious of land-
scape features that may be installed close to the public 
sidewalk or curb which might pose a hazard, due to 
sharp points or edges, if tripped on or landed upon by a 
pedestrian.   
 

   If you do have such landscape features, please think 
about moving them to a safe distance away from the 
sidewalk—you never know when a neighbor might ac-
cidentally trip and fall resulting in an unfortunate in-
jury.  Thank you for being a considerate neighbor. 

mailto:kristenabest@yahoo.com�
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The Village Hall 
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Annual Village Holiday Party a Success 
 

   Another great Holiday Party!  This year’s annual 
party failed to disappoint yet again.  Provisions Cater-
ing provided delicious fare on adult and children’s buf-
fets.  In addition to the wonderful meal, children en-
joyed visits from Santa Claus and the Christmas Fairy 
(a.k.a. Miss Paula), and decorated keepsake boxes and 
cards as a memento from the evening.  Special thanks 
are extended to Kat Baird and Evan Corrigan who 
helped the children with their crafts.  Adults enjoyed 
live music from Jay Jackson on the piano and trumpet. 
 

   Many Village residents and staff contributed their 
time and energy to build, enhance and preserve the 
sense of community which Village residents have come 
to cherish.  Among those who have not sought, but cer-
tainly deserve thanks for making this year’s party a suc-
cess are Judy Elliott and the Garden Club of Chevy 
Chase for the seasonal decorations, and Village staffers 
Michael Waterman, Doris Lyerly and Beverly Perkins 
who helped organize this festive event and did a great 
deal of the set-up along with the Public Works staff. 
 

   We look forward to seeing even more new faces in 
attendance next year! 

Check Your Mailbox… 
The 2009 Trash & Recycling Holiday 
Schedule was mailed to residents dur-
ing the last week of December.  Copies 
are available in the Village office. 

 

Public Hearing Notice 
 

   The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers will 
convene on Monday, January 12, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 
to hold a public hearing and to consider adoption of: 
 

◊ Resolution No. 11-01-08:  An Ordinance to 
amend Chapters 6 and 12 of the Chevy Chase 
Village Code to modify certain provisions relat-
ing to the regulation of signs displayed within 
Village limits and to make certain related techni-
cal amendments. 

 

   Copies of this draft Resolution may be obtained at 
the Chevy Chase Village Office between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, you may also 
submit a request for this information to be mailed to 
you, or you may download a copy at ccvillage.org by 
clicking on Board of Managers.  



The Police Beat 
To e-mail Police Chief Roy Gordon:  roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov 
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Chief’s Crime Alerts 
 

   If you don’t own a computer or don’t have an e-mail 
address but wish to receive notification of local crimes, 
please contact the Communications Center to be placed 
on the distribution list so you may receive paper-copy 
alerts of events as they occur.   

Recycle Old Cell Phones 
 

   Residents may drop off old cell 
phones and chargers at the Communi-
cations Center.  The Police Chief will 
deliver them to the Sheriff’s office for 
recycling.  These phones will be pro-
grammed for victims of domestic violence or senior 
citizens so they may call 9-1-1 to report an emergency 
situation.  They cannot be used for any other function. 

Leash Law Enforced 
 

   On September 20, 2005, the Montgomery County 
Council voted to require residents to leash dogs in 
public.  The law states that a dog must be leashed in 
public places unless the area is des-
ignated as a dog exercise area or the 
dog is participating in a supervised 
dog activity such as a dog show.  
The law became effective immedi-
ately.  Fines for dogs off leash begin 
at $100 for the first offense and go 
up to $500. 
 

   Montgomery County has three dog exercise areas—
Black Hill Regional Park, Ridge Road Recreational 
Park and Wheaton Regional Park.  For more informa-
tion, visit the MC Park and Planning website at 
www.mcparkandplanning.org.  Residents are asked to 
be courteous and not allow dogs to urinate on 
neighboring properties, which can destroy the grass. 
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Home Security Surveys 
 

   The Village Police Department offers free, confiden-
tial home security surveys.  Even with an alarm system, 
these surveys can be a useful tool in identifying weak 
spots in your home’s security, offering simple remedies 
that will make homes safer and more secure.   
 

   Interested residents should contact the Village Com-
munications Center at (301) 654-7300 to request a 
Home Security Survey.  A police officer will call to 
arrange a convenient time for the survey.   

Snow Removal  
on Sidewalks 

 

   Sidewalks must be cleared of 
excess snow.  Residents are re-
sponsible for clearing all snow 
and ice from the sidewalk in 
front of or abutting their property 
within the first forty-eight (48) 

hours after the cessation of falling snow.  Residents 
who occupy corner lots are responsible for the side-
walk in front of and on the side of their property. 

If you were out of town  
during the holidays,  

please remember to visit 
the Communications  
Center to collect your  
mail and packages. 

Pet ID Program 
 

   Village officers continue to retrieve stray pets in the 
neighborhood.  In late 2000, the Village Police Depart-
ment began its Pet ID Program.  Residents submit a 
photograph and short bio of their pet.  When a stray pet 
is found, Communications staff review the album so 
the pets can be reunited with their families. 
 

   The Pet ID Program only works if your pet(s)’ infor-
mation is included in the pet album.  If you have not 
already done so, please complete the enclosed Pet ID 
Program enrollment form for ALL of the pets in your 
home (including dogs, cats, birds, ferrets, guinea pigs, 
hamsters, rabbits, etc.). 
 

   Pets that can not be identified are turned over to the 
Montgomery County Animal Shelter.  Digital photos 
can be emailed to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov.  
Additional forms are available in the Village office. 
 

   For more information regarding the Pet ID Program, 
contact the Village Communications Center at  
(301) 654-7300. 



 

Community News 

January 2009 

Motor Vehicle Administration on Wheels 
 

   The MVA mobile service 
will visit the Friendship 
Heights Village Center 

(located on Friendship Boulevard) from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 26. 
 

   For further information, go on the MVA website at: 
www.mva.state.md.us/location/montcty.htm or call the 
MVA at (800) 950-1682, ext. 2. 
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Cardboard Box Collection 
 

   Flattened boxes that are approximately less than the 
size of a 13” television set, should be placed with your 
paper recycling.  Five or more flattened boxes should 
be bundled when left for recycling.  Please notify the 
Communications Center if they are not collected.   
 

   If you have a large amount or large-sized boxes, 
please request a Special Pick Up (SPU, see article on 
the back cover) to ensure collection.  Cardboard boxes 
collected by SPU, are recycled. 

Village Listserve Sign-Up Instructions 
 

1.   Type groups.yahoo.com in your web browser. 
2.   Click on Sign Up in the green box. 
3.   Complete the form accordingly. 
4.   After successfully signing in, type Chevy Chase 

Village in the “Find a Yahoo! Group” field, and 
click SEARCH. 

5.   Click on ccvillage. 
6.   Click on Join this Group.  Congratulations, you 

are now enrolled in the Village listserve! 
 

   Now that you are enrolled, you can post and view 
messages from other residents on various topics.  To 
post a new message, type groups.yahoo.com in your 
web browser, sign-in using your Yahoo! ID and pass-
word, click on ccvillage on the left-hand of the screen 
and click on Post. 
 

   Listserves are a convenient tool for sharing informa-
tion; enroll in the Village listerve today! 

Village Observed Holidays:  2009 
 

   The Administrative Offices and Public Works De-
partment will observe the following holidays in 2009: 
 

Martin Luther King’s Birthday - Monday, January 19 
Presidents’ Day - Monday, February 16 
Memorial Day - Monday, May 25 
Independence Day - Friday, July 3 
Labor Day - Monday, September 7 
Veterans’ Day - Wednesday, November 11 
Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 26 
Christmas Day - Friday, December 25 
 

   The Village Police Department and the Communi-
cations Center remain open 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year. 

Digital TV Conversion 
 

   On February 17, 2009, all full power television sta-
tions throughout the U.S. will begin broadcasting only 
in digital.  This change will require consumers with 
older analog TVs—without digital tuners—who re-
ceive free over-the-air television through either a roof-
top antenna or “rabbit ears” (rather than by pay ser-
vices such as cable or satellite) to take action in order 
to continue to receive a television signal. 
 

   The digital transition will provide many public bene-
fits, including increasing the ability for communica-
tions by and among public safety officials, such as po-
lice, fire and emergency rescue workers. 
 

   Consumers have three options: 
 

1. Purchase a digital-to-analog converter box and 
connect one to each analog set in your home.  
Every household is entitled to two $40 coupons, 
each of which can be used to help purchase a con-
verter box.  (Each analog television needs a sepa-
rate box.)  This program is administered by the 
National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA).  Coupons may be re-
quested through March 31, 2009 from NTIA at 
www.dtv2009.gov or by calling (888) DTV-2009. 

2. Buy a digital television (one that includes a digi-
tal tuner already built into the set).  Consumers do 
not have to buy a high definition television 
(HDTV) to receive digital programming. 

3. Subscribe to a paid TV service.  If a TV set re-
ceives local broadcast stations through a paid pro-
vider, such as cable or satellite, it is already pre-
pared for the digital television transition.   

 

   For more information about the digital transition, 
visit www.dtv.gov. 



Chevy Chase Village  
5906 Connecticut Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 
 
 
 

Happy New Year 2009! 
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Permit No. 7078 
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Public Works Department/Trash Schedule 
 

   Resident input regarding the contracted services for trash 
and recycling collection is an important factor during the 
evaluation of these services.  Please leave your gates 
unlocked to allow access to your receptacles and remember 
to contact the Communications Center if your refuse has 
been missed. 
 

   Special pickups of bulk items are collected on Wednes-
days.  Requests must be submitted either by phone or via 
the Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the preceding Tuesday 
to ensure collection. 
 

   There will be no trash collection on Monday, January 19 
in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  Trash col-
lection during this week  will slide one day; therefore, 
Monday’s collection will be made on Tuesday, Tuesday’s 
collection will be made on Wednesday, Wednesday’s col-
lection will be made on Thursday, Thursday’s collection 
will be made on Friday, and Friday’s collection will be 
made on Saturday. 
 

   Recycling collection for residents WEST of Connecticut 
Avenue will be collected on Thursday, January 22.  Recy- 
 

Continued in the next column... 

Building Permits Issued by the Village Manager 
December 2008 

 

14 W. Irving St…..Driveway, apron, curb and walkway path 
5506 Grove St…..Front porch, path, handrail, waterproofing 
8 Newlands St…......Rear addition, fence, walkways, terrace 
5815 Cedar Pkwy……………………….Additions, dormers 
3702 Bradley La…………...Replace windows, interior work 
9 Hesketh St…...….Landscaping, walkway, driveway, apron 
3 W. Irving………..Foundation repairs, remove crawl space 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
Douglas B. Kamerow, Chair 
David L. Winstead, Vice-Chair 
Susie Eig, Secretary 
Gail S. Feldman, Treasurer 
Betsy Stephens, Assistant Treasurer 
Peter M. Yeo, Member 
Robert L. Jones, Member 

 

VILLAGE MANAGER 
Geoffrey B. Biddle 

...Continued from the previous column 
 

cling collection for residents EAST of Connecticut Avenue 
will be collected on Friday, January 23. 
 

   Special pick-ups will not be affected and will be collected 
on its regularly scheduled day, Wednesday, January 21. 

Village Holiday Closings 
 

   The Administrative Office and Public Works Depart-
ment will be closed on Monday, January 19, 2009 in ob-
servance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
 

   The Communications Center and Police Department will 
remain open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
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