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Tentative Agenda
Board of Managers” Meeting
Chevy Chase Village Hall
Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
Note: The full agenda will be available
on the Village website (by clicking on

Board of Managers) by Friday, February 6.
March Appeal Deadline: 2/16 at 5:00 p.m.

Approval of Previous Minutes
Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports

Appeals
117 Oxford Street
22 Hesketh Street
5503 Center Street
Old Business
New Business
Chairman’s Report
Manager’s Report
Police Report
Building Permits/Code Enforcement

Mark Your Calendar &
See the Enclosed Flyers

February 21: Parents’ Night Out
March 15: A Spring Performance
March 19: Deadline for Directory Updates

Article Deadline for February CRIER: 1/26.

What'’s Inside:
Public Hearing Notices 2&4
Electronic Pet Containment Systems
(Invisible Fences) 3
The Village Hall 4
The Police Beat 5
Village Teens 7
Public Works Department/ Back
Trash Schedule Cover

Building Regulations 101: Fences and Walls
(“Walls™ refers to freestanding and retaining walls,
not walls which are part of a house or other structure.)

As one of the most commonly misunderstood areas of the Vil-
lage’s Building Code, the Village staff routinely answers questions
regarding where, how high and other aspects of the Village’s regu-
lation of fence and wall replacement and installation. This article
will summarize the Village Code’s regulations for fences and
walls. To view all of the Village’s fence and wall regulations,
please reference the entire Building Code, available at
www.ccvillage.org, by clicking on Our Laws and Regulations.

Do I need a permit to install, replace or repair a fence or wall?

Residents must first obtain a Building Permit from the Village
office to install or replace a fence or wall. The Village does not
require a permit to repair or perform general maintenance on an
existing fence or wall.

A Fence Permit is also required from Montgomery County, but
only to install a new fence or wall where none existed before, and
only if the new fence or wall is thirty inches (30”) in height or
greater. (Residents in the Village’s Historic District should con-
tact the Historic Preservation Commission at (301) 563-3400 to
understand its fence/wall regulations.)

Where can I install my fence or wall?

Fences can be installed on a resident’s property lines, inside the
property lines on private property and sometimes in the public
right-of-way.

When installing a fence or wall in the Village’s public right-of-
way, in addition to obtaining a Building Permit, residents must
first sign a License to Use the Public Right-of-Way (contact the
Village office for more information). Fences installed in the Vil-
lage’s public rights-of-way must be installed at least two feet (2°)
from the public sidewalk, and where there is no sidewalk, at least
five feet (57) from the curb or nearest edge of the paved roadway.
Walls installed in the Village’s public rights-of-way must be in-
stalled at least three feet (3”) from the public sidewalk, and where
there is no sidewalk, six feet (6) from the curb or nearest edge of

Continued on Page 1, first column...
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In The Village

...Continued from the cover article, “Building Regulations 101:
Fences and Walls”

the paved roadway. Permits will not be issued for
fences or walls that block necessary sight lines at in-
tersections or otherwise create a dangerous condition.

How tall can my fence or wall be?

When placed on the property lines or on private
property, fence heights are regulated in two specific
areas:

1. Fences and walls installed anywhere forward of
the front building restriction line—within twenty-
feet of any front lot line, e.g., on the front property
line in the front yard or on the side property
lines—can not exceed four feet (4’) in height.

2. Fences and walls installed behind the front build-
ing restriction line (along the side and rear prop-
erty lines or in the side and rear yards) can not ex-
ceed six and one half feet (6 '2”) in height.

3. All fences and walls installed in the Village’s pub-
lic rights-of-way can not exceed four feet (4) in
height.

When measuring the height of a fence or wall, the
Village Code states that the “measurement shall be
made from the surface of the ground of the lower yard
next to the fence or wall”. You then measure the
fence or wall to its highest point—top of the posts,
caps, decorative lattice, finials, etc.

Does the “nice” side of my fence have to face my
neighbor?
Some fences, such as stockade fences, have what

Continued in the next column...
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...Continued from the previous column

some consider a “nice” side and an “ugly” side. There
is no legal requirement that the “nice” side of a fence
face your neighbors; however, the Village encourages
all residents to be considerate of their neighbors.

Hopefully this summary of the Village Building
Code’s regulations on fences and walls has been help-
ful. Residents are always encouraged to reference the
entire Building Code available in the Village office
and on our website at www.ccvillage.org. And always
feel free to contact Village staff if you have any ques-
tions regarding the Village’s permitting process.

Public Hearing Notice

The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers will
convene on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
to hold a public hearing and to consider adoption of:

¢ Resolution No. 11-01-08: An Ordinance to
amend Chapters 6 and 12 of the Chevy Chase
Village Code to modify certain provisions relat-
ing to the regulation of signs displayed within
Village limits and to make certain related techni-
cal amendments.

Copies of this draft ordinance may be obtained at
the Chevy Chase Village Office between 9:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, you may also
submit a request for this information to be mailed to
you, or you may download a copy at ccvillage.org by
clicking on Board of Managers.

OR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 2008, ENDING Tax Return Reminder
SOCIAL SECURITY # SPOUSE'S SOCIAL SECURITY #
Yourr First Nanwe Imitial | Last Name ) When preparing your State Of Maryland
— o ] Erper— tax return for 2008, please remember to
enter Chevy Chase Village in the proper
PRESENT ADDRESS (No. and streen)
block of Form 502/503 as shown here.
iy ur Town State Zip Conle
Bk of county and meotporded city, o or special tixing Marylamd City, toswn or Lixing arca
arga o which seun were aoresident on the ket iy of the tagable county .
perial. 15ce |.n~lrl|.|.'liu:|\flj CheVy Chase Vlllage
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In The Village

Board Actions—January 12, 2009
Board of Managers Meeting

Minutes:

December 8, 2008 Regular Meeting—approved.
Appeals:

A-1700—117 Oxford Street: Removal of: (a) one
11.0-inch diameter Sweet Gum tree located in the
northwest corner of the property, (b) one 8.5-inch di-
ameter Crab Apple tree located on the north side of the
property, (c) one 10.7-inch diameter Cryptomeria tree
located in the property’s Primrose Street front yard, (d)
one 9.3-inch diameter Cryptomeria tree located in the
property’s Primrose Street front yard, and (e) one 8.0-
inch diameter Crypotomeria tree located in the prop-
erty’s Primrose Street front yard—all approved.
A-1701—9 Hesketh Street: Removal of one 11.5-
inch diameter Kousa Dogwood tree located in the front
yard of the property—approved.

Old Business:

Utility/Communications Undergrounding Conduit
Network Presentation—The Board heard a presenta-
tion from KCI Technologies, Inc. (KCI) regarding the
possibility of burying some of the utility and commu-
nications network lines in underground conduits. KCI
representatives explained that vaults or manholes must
be installed in the public rights-of-way to allow access
to the various utility and communications lines for
maintenance and repairs. They also discussed possible
alternative measures for installing the vaults and man-
holes that will minimize impacts to the visual aesthet-
ics of the Village rights-of-way by installing these
vaults/manholes in the roadway (paved surface). The
Board authorized the Village Manager to enter into a
contract with KCI Technologies, Inc. and approved a
supplemental appropriation from SafeSpeed Program
funds in the amount of $8,000 to provide underground
conduit concept planning services.

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions. To view an
archive of the approved minutes from the Board’s
meetings, please visit the Village website at
www.ccvillage.org and click on
“The Board of Managers”.

2009 Resident Directory

The 2009 Village Resi- .

dent Directory will be dis-
tributed at the Annual

Meeting on Monday, April

20, 2009 and will be avail-

able for pick-up in the Vil-

lage office after that date.

Enclosed in this issue of the Crier is an update form
to be completed and returned to the Village office no
later than March 19, 2009 so changes and corrections
may be made to your listing prior to the printing of the
new Resident Directory. The update form is also avail-
able on the Village’s website at www.ccvillage.org, by
clicking on Printable Forms Center.

Electronic Pet Containment Systems
(Invisible Fences)

Village officers were recently called to respond to a
complaint of a dog charging at a resident as the pedes-
trian walked along the public sidewalk. Initially, the
pedestrian was unaware that the dog was contained to
its property by an electronic pet containment system,
commonly referred to as an “invisible fence”. These
“fences” are sometimes installed so close to the public
sidewalk that pedestrians are greatly startled long be-
fore the dog reaches the electronic field that stops them.

The Board of Managers is currently considering pos-
sible regulation of electronic pet containment systems.
These regulations would require residents to obtain a
Building Permit from the Village prior to installation
and would restrict how close the electronic field can be
placed from the public sidewalk (and where no side-
walk exists, the roadway). But, the Board wants to first
hear from residents to see how you feel about regula-
tion of electronic pet containment systems:

¢ Do you have an electronic pet containment system?

0 Have you had an experience like the situation de-
scribed above?

¢ Do you feel they should be regulated as to how
close they can be to the public sidewalk?

We welcome and appreciate your feedback, please
email your comments to the Village office at:
ccv(@montgomerycountymd.gov.

February 2009
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The Village Hall

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Events
Sponsored by the
Committee on Children, Youth & Families

The Committee on Children, Youth & Families
(CYF) has two exciting events coming up in the next
couple months:

Parents’ Night Out—February 21, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
This well-loved event is back! Local teens, with
adult supervision, will be on-hand to entertain children
three years and up while parents enjoy an evening out.
Make sure you RSVP to the Communications Center
by Thursday, February 19 to secure a spot for your
kids. See the enclosed flyer for more information.

Spring Performance—March 15, 2-3:30 p.m.

CYF is proud to introduce a Spring Performance in
the Village Hall. More information will be provided
in a future flyer and in the March 2009 issue of the
Crier. Mark your calendar for this exciting afternoon
of music and RSVP to the Communications Center
early to reserve a spot for your family.

CYF is always looking for new ideas and volunteers.
If you have any suggestions for future events and/or if
you would like to volunteer for an upcoming event,
please contact CYF Co-Chairs:

Kristen Best at kristenabest@yahoo.com,
Minh Le minhngoc@earthlink.net or
Jill Watson at jillwatson2@yahoo.com.

Rent the Village Hall
for your next event!

Weekly Toddlers Group

The weekly Toddlers Group meets at 10:00 on
Wednesday mornings in the Village Hall. The Vil-
lage provides the group with toys and a clean, indoor
play space. Most kids are between one and three
years old, but all ages—including babies—are wel-
come! There are lots of moms, grannies, nannies and
sometimes dads who attend.

If you have any questions about the group, please
contact Kristen Best at (202) 460-1256 with questions
or for additional information.

Public Hearing Notice

The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers will
convene on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. to
consider and receive comments on:

e Resolution No. 02-01-09

Amendment of Fee Schedule to reduce fees for the re-
placement of existing nonconforming improvements.

o Resolution No. 02-02-09

An Ordinance to amend Chapter 8 of the Chevy Chase
Village Code to regulate the installation of electronic
pet containment systems. (There will be at least one
additional public hearing on this proposed ordinance at
a future date.)

o Resolution No. 02-03-09

An ordinance to amend Sections 6-3, 8-8, 8-15 and
17-8 of the Chevy Chase Village Code to clarify who is
subject to a fine for certain violations of the Village
Code, to amend the amount of the fines for certain vio-
lations and to establish a fine for failing to comply with
the terms of a Building Permit.

Copies of these draft ordinances may be obtained at
the Chevy Chase Village Office between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, or
you may submit a request for this information to be
mailed to you, or you may download copies at
www.ccvillage.org, by clicking on Board of Managers.

Artists Sought

The Building Facilities Commission will host its sev-
enth Annual Art Show in the Village Hall during the
entire month of April, beginning with a gala reception
in late March.

In order to select a date in April, the curators are
looking for interested artists who have either lived in
Chevy Chase in the past or who currently live in Chevy
Chase and would like to exhibit their art work. Items
will be exhibited for about a month.

If you would like to exhibit fine art photography,
paintings or sculptures please email either Kim Hether-
ington at gimmikimmi(@earthlink.net, Sally Troyer at
troyerart@aol.com, Marilyn Montgomery at marilyn-
monte@aol.com or Jay Treadwell at optsvcs@aol.com.

More information regarding the show will be in-
cluded in the March 2009 issue of the Crier.

Page 4
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The Police Beat

To e-mail Police Chief Roy Gordon: roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov

Safety at Home ...Continued from the previous column
During the winter, which is typically the busiest time o If synthetic logs are used, follow the directions on the
of the year for firefighters, home heating systems, heat- package. Never break a synthetic log apart to quicken

- . ) - the fire or use more than one log at a time. They often

ing equipment and associated electrical systems con- : :

. . . . burn unevenly, releasing higher levels of carbon mon-

tinue to be a significant factor in structural fires in .

oxide.

Montgomery County. Many of the.se fires can be pre- e Be sure all furnace controls and emergency shutoffs are

vented. The follpwmg fire safety tips and 1nf0r.rnat10n. in proper working condition. Leave furnace repairs to

can help you maintain a fire safe home and business this qualified specialists.

winter. o Inspect the walls and ceiling near the furnace and along

e Be sure your heater is in good working condition. In- the chimney line. If the wall is hot or discolored, addi-
spect exhaust parts for carbon build-up. Inspect elec- tional pipe insulation or clearance may be required.
trical systems for overloads. e Check the flue pipes and pipe seams. Are they well

e Never use fuel burning appliances without proper room supported: Free of holes, and cracks? Soot along or
venting. Burning fuel such as kerosene, coal or pro- around seams may be an indicator of a leak.
pane, for (example) produces deadly fumes. e Is the chimney solid? No cracks or loose bricks? All

o Keep young children safely away from space heaters— unused flue openings should be sealed with solid ma-
especially when they are wearing nightgowns or other sonry.
loose clothing that can be easily ignited. Give space  Keep trash and other combustibles away from the heat-
heaters space! ing system.

o Never discard hot ashes inside or near the home. Place | ® Never use a gas range or an oven as a supplementary
them in a metal container outside, away from the heating device. Not only is it a safety hazard, it can be
house. a source of potentially toxic fumes.

e Be sure the stove or fireplace is installed properly. o If you use an electric heater, be sure not to overload the
Wood stoves should have adequate clearance (36”) circuit. If you must use an extension cord, only use ex-
from combustible surfaces, and proper floor support tension cords which have the necessary rating to carry
and protection. the amp load.

e Wood stoves should be of good quality, solid construc- | ® Avoid using electric space heaters in bathrooms, or
tion and design, and should be UL listed. other areas where they may come in contact with water.

e Have the chimney inspected annually and cleaned if » Have an escape plan.
necessary, especially if it has not been used for some » Be sure every level of your home has a working smoke
time. alarm, check and clean it on a monthly basis.

e Don’t use flammable liquids to start or accelerate a e Montgomery County law requires that all new or re-
fire. placement house numbers for single family homes be 5

o Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the fireplace inches tall. The numbers must be on an contrasting
opening, to prevent embers or sparks from jumping background, easily read, and clearly viewed from the
out, unwanted material from going in, and help prevent street. Make sure all your house numbers are clearly
the possibility of burns to occupants. The stove should visible at night.
be burned hot twice a day for 15-30 minutes to reduce
the amount of creosote buildup. Snow Removal on Sidewalks

. Don’.t use excessive amounts of paper to build roar.ing Sidewalks must be cleared of excess
fires in fireplaces. It 1s‘p0‘551ble to ignite creosote in snow. Residents are responsible for
the chimney by overbulldlng.the fire. Before you go to Q clearing all snow and ice from the
sleep, be sure your ﬁreplace is out. NEVER close your sidewalk in front of or abutting their
damper with hot ashes in the fireplace. A closed e .

. . . property within the first forty-eight
damper will help the fire to heat up again and will . . s
force toxic carbon monoxide into the house. (48) hours after the cessation of falling Snow. Resi-
dents who occupy corner lots are responsible for the
Continued in the next column... | sjdewalk in front of and on the side of their property.
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Community News

Village Listserve Sign-Up Instructions

1. Type groups.yahoo.com/group/ccvillage in your
web browser.

2. Click on Join This Group in the blue box on the
top-right side of the screen.

3. If you do not have a Yahoo! ID, click on Sign Up
at the bottom-right of the screen. (Ifyou are al-
ready have a Yahoo! ID, sign-in as normal.)

4. Follow the sign-up instructions.

Congratulations, you are now enrolled in the Village
listserve! Now that you are enrolled, you can post and
view messages from other residents on various topics.
To post a new message, type groups.yahoo.com/
group/ccvillage in your web browser, and then click
on Post in the blue box on the left side of the screen.

Listserves are a convenient tool for sharing informa-
tion; enroll in the Village listerve today!

Village Holiday Closings

The Administrative Office and Public Works Depart-
ment will be closed on Monday, February 16, 2009 in
observance of Presidents’ Day.

The Communications Center and Police Department
will remain open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The B-CC Book Sale is Back!
Donate to the B-CC High School PTSA
March 28 and 29, 2009

Fiction and nonfiction: children’s, young adult, mys-
tery, art, sci-fi, travel, business/economics, cooking,
home and garden, politics, history, test prep., foreign
language, science and more! Please NO encyclopedias
outdated, textbooks or magazines.

Drop-Off Dates:

Friday, March 20—2:30-9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 21—8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 22—9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Monday, March 23 through Thursday, March 26—
2:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Friday, March 27—2:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Curbside drop-off at the main entrance to B-CC High

School (4301 East-West Highway). Tax receipts pro-
vided at drop-off. Proceeds support B-CC PTSA.

Fox Sightings

Historically around this time of ‘ ‘
year, residents report increases of fox ‘
sightings in the Village. One is strik- ~ 4

ing red and the other is more gray/ “
brown in color. b“

When the Village first began to re-
ceive reports of fox sightings a few years ago, offi-
cers responded to observe the animals firsthand and
take appropriate action if the animals appeared ill or
were acting strangely. Such behavior would suggest
the animal(s) might be infected with rabies and the
Village office would proceed to trap the animals to
eliminate the health hazard. All observations to date,
by officers and residents, indicate both animals are
apparently healthy and that they travel through the
Village from the Chevy Chase Club golf course.

Montgomery County, Maryland’s Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture have all stated that foxes in urban envi-
ronments provide a benefit in that a staple in their
diets is rodents, foxes are significantly less likely than
raccoons to be rabies carriers, trapping foxes is regu-
lated and all captured foxes must be euthanized.

Some foxes are carnivorous, and are unable to deci-
pher between rodents and small house pets such as
cats and small dogs. If you have small pets that are
left outside overnight, please remember to allow them
access back into your home or bring them in at night.

Residents are encouraged to contact the Village or
Robert Colona with DNR at (410) 221-8838 with any
questions they might have.

Motor Vehicle Administration on Wheels
The MV A mobile service
will visit the Friendship
o Heights Village Center
(located on Friendship
Boulevard) from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
February 23.

For further information, go on the MV A website at:
www.mva.state.md.us/location/montcty.htm or call the
MVA at (800) 950-1682, ext. 2.

Page 6
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Public Works Department/Trash Schedule

Resident input regarding the contracted services for
trash and recycling collection is an important factor dur-
ing the evaluation of these services. The Village pro-
vides rear-door collection of refuse and recycling as a
convenience to our residents. Please leave your gates
unlocked to allow access to your receptacles and remem-
ber to contact the Communications Center if your either
your refuse or your recycling was not collected.

On windy collection days, please weigh down the lids
to your paper and trash receptacles. This slight extra
effort saves the collection crew from chasing lids and
debris all over the neighborhood.

Special pickups of bulk items are collected on
Wednesdays. Requests must be sub-
mitted either by phone or via the Vil-
lage website by 2:00 p.m. on the pre-_
ceding Tuesday to ensure collection.

Neither trash nor recycling collec-
tion nor special pickups will be af-
fected or changed during the week of
Presidents’ Day, February 16-20, 2009.

Chevy Chase Village
5906 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

BOARD OF MANAGERS
Douglas B. Kamerow, Chair
David L. Winstead, Vice-Chair
Susie Eig, Secretary
Galil S. Feldman, Treasurer
Betsy Stephens, Assistant Treasurer
Peter M. Yeo, Member
Robert L. Jones, Member

VILLAGE MANAGER
Geoffrey B. Biddle

Building Permits Issued by the Village Manager

January 2009
14 W. Kirke St........ooooiiiiiiniin, Installation of a generator
111 Oxford St.....Interior and exterior renovations, new roof
31 W. Irving St..........Install iron handrail along front steps
120 Hesketh St............. Replace stockade fence in rear yard
14 W. Irving St.......... Install fence, gates in rear, side yards

Contact the Village office prior o beginning
any work to verify permit requirements.
Permit verification requests can be submitted
by email to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov.

Cardboard Box Collection

Flattened boxes that are approximately less than the size
of'a 13” television set, should be placed with your paper
recycling. Five or more flattened boxes should be bun-
dled when left for recycling. Please notify the Communi-
cations Center if they are not collected.

If you have a large amount or large-sized boxes, please
request a Special Pick Up (SPU, see article in the column
to the left) to ensure collection. Cardboard boxes col-
lected by SPU, are recycled.

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 7078
SUBURBAN MD
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