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Tentative Agenda  
Board of Managers’ Meeting 

Chevy Chase Village Hall 
Monday, December 8, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
Note:   The full agenda will be available  
on the Village website (by clicking on  

Board of Managers) by Friday, December 5. 
January Appeal Deadline: 12/22 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers’ Meeting, 2nd Monday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at the Village Hall 
Telephone: 301-654-7300, Fax: 301-907-9721, E-mail: ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov, Website: www.ccvillage.org  

Mark Your Calendar &  
See the Enclosed Flyers 

 

December 10:  Village Holiday Party 
December 15:  Village Caroling & Pizza Party 
Week of January 5:  Start of Winter Classes 
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Annual Village Holiday Party 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 

6:00 through 8:00 p.m. 
 

   The Annual Chevy Chase Village Holiday Party will be held on 
Wednesday, December 10 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Village 
Hall.  Festivities will include a visit with Santa Claus and a  
separate children’s buffet. 
 

   So mark your calendars for the 10th and make your reservations 
by calling the Village at (301) 654-7300 or by e-mail to 
ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

Building Regulations 101:  When do I need a permit? 
 

   This is an excellent question and one the Village staff would love 
to have you call or stop into the office to ask in person.  This is for 
two reasons.  First, when a permit is necessary, Village staff can 
provide step-by-step guidance on both the paperwork requirements 
and the process, and second, permits are necessary in many cases 
from not just the Village, but from Montgomery County and/or the 
Historic Preservation Commission as well.  This article will provide 
general framework for you to size up your project and plan for most 
permitting requirements.  If you are contemplating a home im-
provement project please contact Doris Lyerly at (301) 654-7300 or 
by email at doris.lyerly@montgomerycountymd.gov.  Doris can 
provide you a copy of the Village Building Code (the official docu-
ment to consult, which is also available on the Village’s website at 
www.ccvillage.org) and she can discuss with you the project you 
have in mind. 
 

   Home improvement projects subject to Village permitting fall 
generally into three groups: 
 

1) renovation/addition—construction, installation or material 
alteration of a new building or an addition which would ex-
pand the existing boundaries or footprint or increase the 
height of an existing building, swimming pools or outdoor  

 

Continued on page 2, first column... 
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...Continued from the cover article, “Building Regulations 101:  
When do I need a permit?” 
 

therapeutic baths, tennis courts, garages, raised 
exterior decks and accessory buildings; 

2) repair/maintenance—replacement or alteration of 
a driveway, sidewalk, fence or wall, or tree on or 
within seven (7) feet of the property line or 
within the public right-of-way or any material 
part thereof; and 

3) enhancement—construction or installation of an 
external antenna, air conditioner or heat pump, 
including the replacement of any external air 
conditioner or heat unit, which is a developmen-
tal nonconformity, any grading or construction of 
impermeable surfaces, such as patios, driveways, 
walkways or terraces or other paving, or installa-
tion of a sewer, storm-water or drainage system 
or gutters, which alter the existing flow of water 
and/or cause water to flow onto neighboring 
property or onto the public right-of-way. 

 

For many, it is intuitive that permits must be obtained 
for Group 1 projects and the details normally fall to 
your architect or builder.  Not so intuitive–but no less 
important—are permit requirements for projects in 
both Groups 2 and 3.  In addition to the types of pro-
jects listed above are activities that may affect the 
health of trees in the vicinity, such as projects that re-
quire digging near tree roots (like irrigation systems). 
 

   Group 1 projects are the most complicated in terms 
of sequencing.  The Village’s permitting process de-
pends on the County approving the project first, but a 
preliminary Village review at the “pencil sketch” 
stage should occur before you spend a lot of money on 
architectural drawings.  If your property is subject to 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) review, we 
recommend that you arrange a pencil sketch review 
with the Village office before developing your HPC 
submission.  A Village review at the pencil sketch 
stage can identify potential issues and save you the 
hardship of extra expense, delays or both if completed 
designs are approved by the County and/or the HPC, 
but are then denied by the Village. 
 

   Groups 2 and 3 projects generate the majority of 
building permits issued by the Village, but only a  
 

Continued in the next column... 

...Continued form the previous column 
 

small fraction of those issued by the County.  Fre-
quently, because the County does not require permits 
for many of these projects, Village residents and con-
tractors assume that the Village does not either.  Once 
they have been made aware that a permit is required, 
resident reaction may range from bemusement to frus-
tration.  Thankfully it is rare that those reactions per-
sist when the plan review begins and residents see the 
full scope of impact even simple projects may have on 
their or their neighbors’ property.  Installing a simple 
drainage pipe away from the house for a downspout 
could cut through the roots of a favorite tree killing it, 
or worse, making it unstable in severe weather.  Re-
grading the back yard may change storm water flow 
by damming or channeling it to such an extent that a 
neighbor’s basement window well becomes a water-
fall during subsequent rains. 
 

   The permitting process for Group 2 and 3 projects 
focuses on many of the same issues addressed for the 
Group 1 larger projects like storm water runoff, tree 
protections and setbacks.  Tree protections are equally 
important for both large and small scale projects.  The 
Village Building Code works hand-in-hand with the 
Village Urban Forest Code and the permitting process 
for building projects will look at potential tree impacts 
which might occur on not only the applicant’s prop-
erty, but on neighboring properties.  Beyond review-
ing the proposed work and impacts, the permitting 
process looks to confirm that projects are correctly 
contained on private property or, with the appropriate 
license agreement, installed appropriately in the public 
right-of way.  (Please see last month’s Crier article, 
“Private Property—Where does my property end and 
the public right-of-way begin?”.) 
 

   Given an opportunity early in your home improve-
ment project planning, the Village staff can help you 
keep the permitting process simple and straightfor-
ward.  Village staff will identify the permit(s) your 
project requires, the appropriate authority(ies) to get 
them from and the best order in which to apply for 
them.  If you are planning a home improvement pro-
ject, no matter how big or how small, please place a 
call to the office or stop by to speak with Doris Lyerly 
at your convenience. 



Board Actions - November 10, 2008 
Board of Managers Meeting 

 

Minutes 
October 13, 2008 Regular and Executive Sessions—
approved. 
 

Committee Reports 
Audit Committee—Committee Chair Timothy Trifilo 
the annual audit report, for the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, 2008.  He advised that the Village had received 
a clean audit from the independent firm, Stegman & 
Company.   
Environmental Committee (The Village Green)—
Committee Chair Larry Heilman encouraged the Board 
and staff to continue to look for ways to make the Vil-
lage Hall more energy efficient, pursuant to the energy 
assessment report received last year, including, but not 
limited to, switching from incandescent to fluorescent 
lights bulbs, and installing automatic thermostats and 
light switches.  Dr. Heilman requested the Board ap-
point members of The Village Green to the Village’s 
existing Public Works Committee, and proposed Capital 
Projects Committee and Wohlfarth Property (Chevy 
Chase Open Space) “Development Committee”. 
 

Old Business 
Request for Authorization to Proceed with Police 
Station Modifications (SafeSpeed Program-funded)
—The Board approved the use of SafeSpeed Program 
funds for modifications to convert the existing lower-
level police storage space into locker rooms and to con-
vert the existing main-level locker rooms into the Police 
Chief’s office (so that the current office space for the 
Police Chief can be used as an office for the Village’s 
training officers. 
 

New Business 
Resolution No. 11-02-08:  A Resolution to amend, 
ratify and confirm the Village Investment Policy—
approved.   
 
 

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions.  To view an 
archive of the approved minutes from the Board’s  

meetings, please visit the Village website at 
www.ccvillage.org and click on  

“The Board of Managers”. 
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Autumn Leaves 
 

   The Public Works Department’s yearly leaf collec-
tion effort is underway.  Two leaf vacuums began run-
ning October 1st and will continue to run as often as 
needed through mid-December.   
 

   Residents planning to rake their leaves into piles are 
requested to rake them as close to the curb as possible 
without putting them in the street gutter.  Should it 
rain, leaves piled in the street gutter will dam the water 
causing it to pond.  Residents are asked not to box in 
piles of leaves with cars both for easier accessibility 
for the leaf crews and additional safety for your vehi-
cles. 
 

   Residents on Bradley Lane should put their leaves in 
paper bags and place them at the roadside.  Bradley 
Lane is the only area where bagging is required.  
Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should 
be left loose and placed in separate piles from the 
leaves.  Sharp debris can tear the leaf collection hoses 
or dull the blades on the leaf machines, resulting in 
repairs to the vacuum machinery that can cause delays 
in the pick up schedule. 

News from The Village Green 
 

Fluorescent Light Blub Disposal 
 

   The Village office has fielded sev-
eral calls from residents asking how to 
dispose of both regular fluorescent and 
compact fluorescent light bulbs.  Be-
cause these bulbs contain mercury va-

por they can not be disposed of in the regular trash and 
must be disposed of with other hazardous materials. 
 

   To schedule a Hazardous Waste Pick-up, please con-
tact the Communications Center.  Hazardous Waste 
Pick-ups are collected on the second Wednesday of 
each month and must be requested by 2:00 p.m. the 
preceding Tuesday. 
 

   If you have questions or would like more informa-
tion regarding disposal of fluorescent light bulbs, 
please contact Michael Younes at (301) 654-7300 or  
michael.younes@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

   Rent the Village Hall  
  for your next event! 



 

The Village Hall 
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Village Listserve Sign-Up Instructions 
 

1.   Type groups.yahoo.com in your web browser. 
2.   Click on Sign Up in the green box. 
3.   Complete the form accordingly. 
4.   After successfully signing in, type Chevy Chase 

Village in the “Find a Yahoo! Group” field, and 
click SEARCH. 

5.   Click on ccvillage. 
6.   Click on Join this Group.  Congratulations, you 

are now enrolled in the Village listserve! 
 

   Now that you are enrolled, you can post and view 
messages from other residents on various topics.  To 
post a new message, type groups.yahoo.com in your 
web browser, sign-in using your Yahoo! ID and pass-
word, click on ccvillage on the left-hand of the screen 
and click on Post. 
 

   Listserves are a convenient tool for sharing informa-
tion; enroll in the Village listerve today! 

Weekly Toddlers Group 
 

   The weekly Toddlers Group meets at 10:00 on 
Wednesday mornings in the Village Hall.  The Vil-
lage provides the group with toys and a clean, indoor 
play space.  Most kids are between one and three 
years old, but all ages—including babies—are wel-
come!  There are lots of moms, grannies, nannies and 
sometimes dads who attend.   
 

   If you have any questions about the group, please 
contact Kristen Best at (202) 460-1256 with questions 
or for additional information. 

 

Public Hearing Notice 
 

   The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers will 
convene on Monday, December 8, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
to hold a public hearing and to consider adoption of: 
 

◊ Resolution No. 10-03-08:  An ordinance to 
amend Section 8-22 of the Chevy Chase Village 
Code to prescribe a minimum distance by which 
play equipment, fences, walls, trees, hedges, 
shrubbery and other growth on private property 
must be set back from public improvements, and 
to clarify existing requirements regarding such 
improvements and plantings; 

◊ Resolution No. 10-04-08:  An ordinance to 
amend Sections 8-22 and 8-31 of the Chevy 
Chase Village Code to prohibit structures, play 
equipment, fences, walls, trees, hedges, shrub-
bery or other growth from interfering with pedes-
trian or vehicular use of alleys; and 

◊ Resolution No. 10-05-08:  An ordinance to 
amend Chapters 6 and 8 of the Chevy Chase Vil-
lage Code to regulate the use of portable storage 
units and to clarify the definition and regulation 
of dumpsters within Chevy Chase Village. 

 

   Copies of these draft Resolutions may be obtained 
at the Chevy Chase Village Office between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
or you may submit a request for this information to 
be mailed to you, or you may download a copy at 
www.ccvillage.org, and click on Board of Managers.  

Registration for Winter Class Session 
 

   Classes are now forming for the winter session, 
which will begin the week of January 5.  Class fly-
ers, including the schedule and enrollment form, are 
enclosed in this issue of the Crier and are available 
in the Village office and on the Village website. 

Village Caroling Organized by the 
Committee on Children Youth & Families 

 

   The Committee on Children, Youth & Families 
(CYF) invites all residents to join in an evening of Vil-
lage Caroling on Monday, December 15.  See the en-
closed flyer for details. 
 

   If you are interested in assisting with future CYF 
events, please contact Committee co-Chairs: 
 

Kristen Best (kristenabest@yahoo.com),  
Minh-Ngoc Le (minhngoc@earthlink.net) or  

Jill Watson (jillwatson2@yahoo.com). 

Administrative Office Closings 
 

   The Administrative Office will be closed on 
Thursday, December 25 in observance of Christmas 
and on New Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1, 2009. 
 

   As always, the Communications Center and Police 
Department will remain open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

http://www.ccvillage.org�


The Police Beat 
To e-mail Police Chief Roy Gordon:  roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov 
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Home Security Surveys 
 

   The Village Police Department offers free, confiden-
tial home security surveys.  Even with an alarm system, 
these surveys can be a useful tool in identifying weak 
spots in your home’s security, offering simple remedies 
that will make homes safer and 
more secure.   
 

   Interested residents should 
contact the Village Communica-
tions Center at (301) 654-7300 to 
request a Home Security Survey.  
A police officer will call to ar-
range a convenient time for the survey.   

Holiday Shopping 
 

   Chevy Chase Village wants you to have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday.  But first, take a moment to review 
the following suggestions: 
 

Safety Tips 
• Always park in well lit areas when shopping. 
• Never leave packages or valuables in plain sight in 

your vehicle. 
• Whenever possible, walk in groups. 
• Walk confidently (a potential mugger or thief will 

target people who seem apprehensive). 
• Be aware of your surroundings. 
• If you notice something that does not seem right, 

then it probably is not.  Request assistance from 
security personnel. 

• When walking toward your vehicle, have your keys 
in your hand. 

Protect Yourself Against Fraud 
• Sign all credit cards prior to activation. 
• Take with you only credit cards that you need. 
• Do not keep check cashing cards in your 

checkbook. 
• Keep purses or bags closed tightly. 
• Keep your glove compartment locked or keep your 

registration on you as it contains vital personal 
information. 

• When carrying large amounts of cash, keep it in 
different places, as opposed to all together. 

• Never reveal your social security number to 
strangers or telemarketers. 

• Never throw out anything that contains personal 
information without destroying it first (thieves 
search through trash in hopes of finding such 
material). 

Reminder:  Please call the Communications Center 
or visit the Village website to schedule a House 
Check before you leave town for the Holidays. 

Snow Removal  
on Sidewalks 

 

   Sidewalks must be cleared of 
excess snow.  Residents are re-
sponsible for clearing all snow 
and ice from the sidewalk in front 
of or abutting their property 
within the first forty-eight (48) 

hours after the cessation of falling snow.  Residents 
who occupy corner lots are responsible for the side-
walk in front of and on the side of their property. 

Safe Travel Tips 
 

   It is important when traveling, especially during the 
Holiday Season, to take precautions. 
 

   When traveling by car, wear your seatbelt, obey the 
speed limit and keep the following items in your car 
in case of emergency:  flares, flashlight and fire extin-
guisher; spare tire and tire changing kit; blankets; wa-
ter supply; non-perishable food items; first aid kit; and 
either a cell phone with battery or change for using a 
pay phone. 
 

   When traveling by plane, arrive at least two hours 
ahead of time for domestic flights and three hours 
ahead of time for overseas flights.  Be prepared to fol-
low security procedures.  In addition,  have photo 
identification ready; have passport and/or visa for for-
eign travel; avoid areas known for terrorism; pack 
lightly and receive the proper medications or vaccina-
tions for travel to that area. 
 

   In all cases, do not travel alone at night and avoid 
poorly lit streets; stay in hotels with good security; 
pack an extra supply of medication;  wear comfortable 
clothing/footwear; and use common sense to avoid 
being a victim of crime. 



 

Community News 
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Motor Vehicle Administration on Wheels 
 

   The MVA mobile service 
will visit the Friendship 
Heights Village Center 

(located on Friendship Boulevard) from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. on Monday, December 22. 
 

   For further information, go on the MVA website at: 
www.mva.state.md.us/location/montcty.htm or call the 
MVA at (800) 950-1682, ext. 2. 
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Cardboard Box Collection 
 

   Flattened boxes that are approximately less than the 
size of a 13” television set, should be placed with your 
paper recycling.  Five or more flattened boxes should 
be bundled when left for recycling.  Please notify the 
Communications Center if they are not collected.   
 

   If you have a large amount or large-sized boxes, 
please request a Special Pick Up (SPU, see article on 
the back cover) to ensure collection.  Cardboard boxes 
collected by SPU, are placed in the paper compactor 
located in the Public Works Yard and are recycled. 

Holiday Gifts to our 
Trash & Recycling Contractor 

 

   If you would like to provide a mone-
tary gift to our trash and recycling 
crews this Holiday season, please do so 

by placing an envelope on the lid of your trash cans or 
by providing it to them in person.  Village staff can 
not provide your gift to the crews.   
 

   Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Citizens Coordinating Committee  
on Friendship Heights (CCCFH)— 

Resident Involvement Invited 
  

   For years, the CCCFH has served as a forum for mu-
nicipalities, homeowner associations and citizen 
groups to consolidate their opinions on development 
issues affecting its member communities and to com-
municate about shared concerns.  The CCCFH was 
instrumental in rallying resident opinion as the Friend-
ship Heights development plans took shape in the mid-
1990s. 
  

   While development in Friendship Heights is winding 
down, CCCFH remains active on various regional 
matters and is always looking for new participants.  
The Village Board is seeking a resident to serve as a 
liaison between the Village and CCCFH, to attend the 
monthly meetings, to report to the Board on matters 
directly affecting the Village and to relay the Village’s 
concerns on specific issues. 
 

   If you are interested in serving as the Village’s liai-
son to the CCCFH, please contact the Village Man-
ager Geoff Biddle at (301) 654-7300 or 
ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

Pedestrian Improvements Proposed Along 
Wisconsin Avenue Between Willard Avenue/

Wisconsin Circle and Western Avenue 
 

   Montgomery County has agreed to fund the installa-
tion of a wide median on Wisconsin Avenue, just north 
of the intersection at Western Avenue.  This wide me-
dian will provide a lay-over for pedestrians attempting 
to cross Wisconsin Avenue.  Local development firms, 
The Chevy Chase Land Company and New England 
Development are slated to fund the installation of trees 
in the proposed median.   
 

   Additionally, the County will create a total of four 
lanes traveling southbound along Wisconsin Avenue.  
The far right-lane will end at Western Avenue requiring 
drivers to turn westbound onto Western Avenue.  The 
far left lane will allow for straight-through traffic and 
left-turning traffic onto eastbound Western Avenue.   
 

   Pedestrian-friendly improvements are also slated for 
the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue at Willard Ave-
nue/Wisconsin Circle.  New automatic pedestrian sig-
nals will be installed at all four corners of this intersec-
tion that will include countdown timers and audible 
tones thereby notifying pedestrians when and how 
much time they have to cross.  The signals that allow 
pedestrians to cross along the north side of the intersec-
tion across Wisconsin Avenue will lead the turn signal 
for vehicles turning left onto northbound Wisconsin 
Avenue from Willard Avenue. 
 

   It is hoped that these improvements, which should be 
completed by summer of 2009, will make it easier for 
pedestrians to navigate though this highly traveled area 
of Friendship Heights. 
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Public Works Department/Trash Schedule 
 

   Resident input regarding the contracted services for 
trash and recycling collection is an important factor dur-
ing the evaluation of these services.  Please leave your 
gates unlocked to allow access to your receptacles and 
remember to contact the Communications Center if your 
refuse has been missed. 
 

   Special pickups of bulk items are collected on 
Wednesdays.  Requests must be submitted either by 
phone or via the Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the pre-
ceding Tuesday to ensure collection. 
 

   There will be no trash collection on Thursday, Decem-
ber 25 in observance of Christmas nor on New Year’s 
Day, Thursday, January 1.  For both of these weeks, col-
lection will slide one day so Thursday’s collection will 
be made on Friday and Friday’s collection will be made 
on Saturday. 
 

   Also during these two weeks, recycling collection for 
residents EAST of Connecticut Avenue will be collected 
on Friday, November 28.  Recycling collection for resi-
dents WEST of Connecticut Avenue will not be affected  
 

Continued in the next column... 

Building Permits Issued by the Village Manager 
November 2008 

 

8 Hesketh St…………...…..Repair chimney above roof line 
6 E. Irving St……...Construction of pool, garage renovation 
5506 Montgomery St……...Enclose porch, remodel kitchen 
5414 Center St………...Landscaping in front and rear yards 
108 Oxford St………………….…….Roof repairs, dormers 
4007 Oliver St…….Replace asphalt driveway with concrete 
111 Primrose St….….Replace sewer pipe, asphalt driveway 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
Douglas B. Kamerow, Chair 
David L. Winstead, Vice-Chair 
Susie Eig, Secretary 
Gail S. Feldman, Treasurer 
Betsy Stephens, Assistant Treasurer 
Peter M. Yeo, Member 
Robert L. Jones, Member 

 

VILLAGE MANAGER 
Geoffrey B. Biddle 

...Continued from the previous column 
 

and will be collected on its regularly scheduled days, 
Wednesday, December 24 and 31, respectively. 
 

   Special pickups will not be affected during either of 
these two weeks and will be collected on their regularly 
scheduled days, Wednesday, December 24 and 31, respec-
tively. 

Contact the Village office prior to beginning any 
work to see if permits are required.   

Permit verification requests can be submitted by 
email to ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov. 
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