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Board of Managers Approves Building Ordinance
New Regulations Effective July 1, 2008

Following 18 months of work encompassing hours and hours
of public feedback, comment and testimony across more than
20 regular and special meetings conducted by the Board of
Managers and supported by countless calculations by our inde-
pendent consulting firm Winter & Company and Village staff,
the Village Board of Managers voted on June 16, 2008 to adopt
revisions to the Village Building Code. The vote was six in fa-
vor of adopting the new regulations and one opposed. Results
of the Village-wide referendum were tabulated up until the
meeting’s start. Final tallies in the referendum were 248 in sup-
port of the new regulations and 70 not. The 318 total ballots
cast represented 44% of total Village households.

The new regulations became effective July 1, 2008. The
moratorium on demolitions and large constructions first enacted
in March, 2007 expired the day before, on June 30, 2008. A
complete updated copy of the entire Village Building Code is
enclosed with this edition of the Crier. Please save this copy
and familiarize yourself with its contents. It is also available on
the Village website at ccvillage.org by clicking on Our Laws
and Regulations, Chapter 8 Buildings and Building Regulations.
If you are thinking of starting a home improvement project,
please provide a copy of this important information to your ar-
chitect and/or contractor(s). We encourage you to contact the
Village office if you need help understanding how specific sec-
tions of the Code may or may not apply to a project you are
considering.

For the vast majority of Village home improvement projects,
the new regulations will be unobtrusive. Emphasis in this first
round of regulations review focused on preventing the construc-

tion of disproportionately large houses in relation to the size of
Continued on Page 2, first column...

The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers
will not meet during the month
of August. The Board will reconvene after
its summer recess on Monday, September 8
at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers’ Meeting, 2nd Monday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at the Village Hall
Telephone: 301-654-7300, Fax: 301-907-9721, E-mail: ccv@montgomerycountymd.gov, Website: www.ccvillage.org




In The Village

...Continued from cover article, “Board of Managers Approves
Building Ordinance, New Regulations Effective July 1, 2008

their lots. Most of the limitations imposed by the new
regulations address construction of new houses follow-
ing demolition of an existing house or on a previously
undeveloped lot.

These new regulations are similar in some respects to
new regulations recently adopted by the Town of
Chevy Chase (TOCC). A prominent similarity is in the
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) limit. Both use .50 as the
overall maximum FAR for new houses and (with slight
differences) both calculate the FAR value including
attic space, but excluding basements and cellars. Both
encourage reduced building mass by exempting the
first 240 square feet of accessory structures such as de-
tached garages.

Village staft will monitor the impact of the new Vil-
lage regulations on construction projects within our ju-
risdiction and will also keep in contact with TOCC rep-
resentatives to learn the effects of their new regula-
tions. The Village Board of Managers will undertake a
second round of regulatory review as necessary and
substantiated by these continuing assessments in both
communities.

Summary of Proposed New Building Regulations
The first four proposed regulations below apply ONLY to
new houses, whether constructed on vacant lots or through
tear downs or substantial demolitions. These four regula-
tions do NOT apply to additions to existing houses.

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) — For any newly constructed
house in the Village, there is a maximum FAR of .50
applicable to the main house together with a portion of
the square footage of any accessory buildings. To de-
termine the FAR, the gross floor area is measured ac-
cording to specific definitions. The ratio of the new
house’s and applicable accessory buildings’ total gross
floor area to the square footage of the lot may not ex-
ceed .50 (e.g., no more than a 4,000 sq. foot house on
an 8,000 sq. foot lot).

Maximum/Minimum Size — Despite the FAR limita-
tion on any newly constructed house, the regulations
guarantee a minimum square footage of 3,000 square
feet and set a maximum square footage of 7,500
square feet, which can be waived by the Board of
Managers.

Continued...

...Continued

Wall Plate Height — For any newly constructed house
in the Village, the height of the house’s side wall plate
is limited to 21 feet (if the side wall plate is within 12
feet of the side lot line). The new regulations establish
how the height of the side wall plate is measured.
Wall Plane Length — For any newly constructed
house in the Village, the length of the house’s side
walls is limited to 40 feet unless they are interrupted
by an “offset, jog or articulation” under rules estab-
lished by the proposed regulations.

Demolition — When 50% or more of the exterior walls
of a house are demolished, the house constructed in its
place will be considered a new house, and therefore
subject to the proposed regulations.

The following regulations apply

to both additions and new construction.
Rear Lot Line Setback — The regulations prohibit
construction of any part of a main house within 20 feet
of the rear lot line.
Building Height — The regulations codify into the Vil-
lage Code height limitations that generally follow ex-
isting County limitations (maximum of: 35 feet to the
ridge, 30 feet to the midpoint between eaves and ridge
of a gabled roof or 30 feet to the top of a flat roof).
Disaster — The regulations provide for the rebuilding
of an existing house if it is destroyed due to fire,
storm, falling trees, flooding, natural disaster, war or
terrorism.
Garages/Accessory Buildings — The regulations re-
quire that any new detached garage and accessory
building must be built in the rear yard, may not cover
more than 20% of the rear yard, and must be moved
increasingly away from side and/or rear lot lines if the
wall length(s) of the garage is/are more than 24 feet.
New garages and accessory buildings may not be more
than 16 feet high, or 12 feet high if the garage or ac-
cessory building has a flat roof.
Curb Cuts — The regulations specify that there may
not be more than one curb cut (no semi-circular drive-
ways) per property. All existing curb cuts are unaf-
fected.

DISCLAIMER—This summary was drafted by Village
staff to assist residents in understanding the Village’s
newly enacted regulations. Please read the full text
of the Ordinance and Building Code (enclosed) for a
complete understanding of the new regulations.
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In The Village

Members Still Needed on
Commission & Committees

The call for volunteers was made in the May 2008
edition of the Crier for a total of six of the Village’s
14 Commissions and Committees. We heard from
several of you, but we still need more. The Personnel
Commission and Audit, Public Works and Tree Com-
mittees still have vacancies.

The following list provides a general description of
each Commission/Committee’s activities and a point
of contact (POC). Please contact the POC of the Vil-
lage office for more information. (Area codes—301.)

Personnel Commission, 1 Member — Commission
chartered by Village Code, consults with the Village
Manager and makes recommendations to the Board of
Managers to promote the efficiency and effectiveness
of the Village civil service. Employment Law/
Personnel Management experience a plus. POC —
Geoff Biddle @ 654-7300.

Public Works Committee, 1 to 3+ Members —
Works with the Village Manager and the Director of
Public Works on annual budget, on-going in-house
department priorities, contracted programs and a
growing focus on capital programs. Potential capital
programs are large-scale (relative for the Village),
multi-year projects where technical, construction and
project management familiarity is a plus. POC —
Geoff Biddle @ 654-7300.

Licensing for Tree Contractors

The Village’s Tree Removal Per-
mit Application requires the tree
contractor’s name, phone number
and Department of Natural Re-

sources (DNR) license number. Per-

mits will not be issued if this infor-

mation has not been provided. Offi-

cers will also be verifying licensing

for any crews performing tree prun-
ing. Crews that are unable to provide a valid DNR
license number will receive a State citation and fine,
and will be escorted out of the Village.

For more information or to verify a contractor’s li-
cense status, please visit the DNR website at

www.dnr.state.md.us or call them at (877) 620-8DNR.

Input Sought on Re-Design of Website
www.ccvillage.org

The Village hopes to begin the re
-design of our website over the
summer. First features should be
unveiled this autumn.

While residents have routinely
complimented the availability of information on the
site, those compliments have often been overshadowed
by expressions of frustration over the site’s unclear lay-
out. This is a concern the Village hopes to address in
this re-design.

In order to meet the needs of our residents, staff is
seeking feedback from residents on the operation of the
website. Please take time to visit the site and comment
on the features of the website that you like and dis-like
and your suggestions for things to add to the redevel-
oped site.

Please email your thoughts to Shana Davis-Cook at
shana.davis-cook@montgomerycountymd.gov.

Village Listserve Sign-Up Instructions

1. Type groups.yahoo.com in your web browser.

2. Click on Sign Up in the green box.

3. Complete the form accordingly.

4. After successfully signing in, type Chevy Chase
Village in the “Find a Yahoo! Group” field, and
click SEARCH.

5. Click on ccvillage.

6. Click on Join this Group.

Congratulations! You are now signed up to use the
Village Listserve to post contractor recommenda-
tions, offer tickets or items for sale, spread the word
on upcoming yard or bake sales and any other topic
residents wish to discuss.

To post a new message, type groups.yahoo.com in
your web browser, sign-in using your Yahoo! ID and
password, click on ccvillage on the left-hand of the
screen and click on Post again on the left-hand side
of the screen and type your message.

Listserves have become quite popular as conven-
ient tools for sharing information. All residents are
encouraged to enroll in this service.

July 2008
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The Village Hall

Mark Your Calendars! Fall Classes
Begin Second Week in September

The Fall class session will begin in the Village Hall
the week of September 8 and will run through the
week of November 24 (12 weeks). The class schedule
will be mailed to residents and placed on the Village
website during the month of August.

Miss Paula’s classes will be held on Thursdays from
October 2 through November 20. Miss Paula has
added two classes to her roster: Drama for Kids (ages
5-6) and Theatre Arts for Kids (ages 6-7). She will
continue to hold her Creative Movement (ages 2-3)
and Pre-Ballet (age 4) classes. Each class is $100 for
the 8-week session.

For more information on the classes offered in the
Village Hall or if you or someone you know is
interested in teaching a class or has an idea for a class,
please contact Michael Waterman at
michael.waterman@montgomerycountymd.gov.

Administrative Office Closings

The Village Administrative Office will be closed on
Monday, September 1 for Labor Day.

The Communications Center and Police Department
remain open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Upcoming Village-wide Utility Survey

The Village has contracted with 4. Morton Thomas
& Associates, Inc. to perform a Village-wide survey of
all utilities, both underground and aerial, and all fea-
tures within the Village rights-of-way.

As part of the utility survey, all underground utilities
will be marked using survey paint (the same paint Miss
Utility uses before there is digging), so don’t be
alarmed if you see paint markings in the rights-of-way.
The survey is expected to begin July 14 and fieldwork
should be completed by the end of October.

If residents have questions or concerns regarding the
survey work, please contact Michael Younes in the
Village office at (301) 654-7300 or
michael.younes@montgomerycountymd.gov.

Board Actions - June 16, 2008
Board of Managers Meeting

Minutes: April 28, 2008 Special Meeting—Approved,
May 12, 2008 Regular Meeting—Approved.

Appeals: A-1667—14 West Irving Street: Removal
of one 41.0— and one 43.0-inch diameter Tulip trees
located in the rear yard of the property—Approved.
Old Business: Resolution No. 06-01-08—An Ordi-
nance to amend Chapter 8 of the Chevy Chase Village
Code to add and modify provisions related to the con-
struction and alteration of buildings, accessory build-
ings and driveways, by adding definitions to Section 8-
1, and amending Sections 8-17, 8-20, 8-21 and 8-30—
Approved. Village Staffing Authorization—Add .5
full time employee to the police department—
Approved. New Business: Resolution No. 06-02-
08—An order to modify the restrictions on parking in
part of the 5500 block of Montgomery Street permit
parking area—Approved (see page 5, New Permit
Parking Regulations in Effect at the end of Montgom-
ery Street). Purchase Authorization Request (for
the FY2008 budget)—Governor’s Grant for E-
Ticketing (police department)—Approved. Contract
Extension Requests (for the FY2009 budget—Tree
maintenance in the rights-of-way and parks (The F.A.
Bartlett Tree Expert Company)—Approved; refuse/
recycling collection (Unity Disposal & Recycling, Inc.)
—Approved; streets maintenance (Chamberlain Con-
tractors, Inc.—Approved; audit services (Stegman &
Company)—Approved. Purchase Authorization Re-
quests (for the FY2009 budget)—Public Works De-
partment pick-up truck with spreader and plow—
Approved; Public Works Department refuse truck—
Approved; Police Department cruiser—Approved.

This is a synopsis of the Board’s actions. To view an ar-

chive of the approved minutes from the Board’s meetings,

please visit the Village website at www.ccvillage.org and
click on “The Board of Managers”.

Toddler Group

The weekly Toddlers Group meets on Mondays from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. All Village parents and caregivers
are welcome to attend.

Please contact Kristen Best at (202) 460-1256 with
questions or for additional information.
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The Police Beat

To e-mail Police Chief Roy Gordon: roy.gordon@montgomerycountymd.gov

New Permit Parking Regulations in
Effect at the end of Montgomery Street

At its meeting on June 16, 2008,
the Chevy Chase Village Board of
Managers voted 6 to 1 approving a
request from the residents in the
southwest section of the 5500 block
of Montgomery Street.

The request to remove the two-
hour grace period and to require a Zone 1 parking per-
mit, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, for any vehi-
cles parking on the odd side of Montgomery Street be-
tween the Buffer Area and 5509 and on the even side
between the Buffer Area and 5506. Any parked vehi-
cles found by Village officers that are not displaying a
valid Zone 1 parking permit will be ticketed and are
subject to tow.

Parking permits are provided free of charge. If you
have any questions regarding these new parking restric-
tions, please contact the Communications Center.

Beware of Latest Scam

If you receive a letter from Spain and from Mrs.
Sara Cardona Razo do not respond to it. The letter
claims that an entire family with your surname all
died in a ghastly car accident in the Bahamas while
on vacation leaving behind 85.7 million dollars in the
bank with no survivors to claim it.

Mrs. Razo claims to be a bank manager who wants
to make a deal with you since you have the same sur-
name. If you accept to do business with her she will
give you 40% and keep 60% percent for her and her
family. You must fax the bank and apply as next of
kin and Mrs. Razo will fax you an application to ap-
ply for the funds. She doesn’t want to talk to you at
the bank, for security reasons, but gives you her hus-
band’s number to call and discuss the details with
him.

This is a scam. Remember: “if it sounds too good
to be true, it probably is.”

Recycle Old Cell Phones

Residents may drop off old cell phones and chargers
at the Communications Center. The Police Chief will
deliver them to the Sheriff’s office for recycling.
These phones will be programmed for
victims of domestic violence or senior
citizens so they may call 9-1-1 to re-
port an emergency situation. They
cannot be used for any other function. —_—

Call the Village BEFORE Beginning Work

Village officers are reporting an increase in contractors
beginning work without obtaining the required Building
Permit from the Village office. Please be advised, that
residents are required to verify permitting requirements
with the Village office prior to beginning work. This in-
cludes replacement and construction of new walkways
and driveways, home additions, decks, patios, air condi-
tioning units and fences, tree removals and work in the
public right-of-way.

If you are considering having work done on your prop-
erty, please first contact Doris Lyerly at (301) 654-7300
or at doris.lyerly@montgomerycountymd.gov to see if a
permit is required.

Ooo0oo0DO0oooDoooooo0Do0oooooodoooooooaoao

The Village’s Key Program only works if we
have your house key. If you have not already
done so, please return your house key in case
you lock yourself out and so the Village Police

can access your home in an emergency.

OO0DO0oooDooooooao
OO0DO0oooDooooooao

Ooo0oo0DO0oooDoooooo0Do0oooooodoooooooaoao

Noise Start Times Enforced

With the weather getting warmer, many residents are
hiring landscape crews and other contractors to main-
tain and make improvements to their properties.

These contractors typically like to start early so they
can avoid the heat of the day.

Residents are encouraged to remind their contractors
and landscape crews that the Village Code prohibits
noise-generating activities prior to 8:00 a.m. weekdays
and prior to 9:00 a.m. on weekends and holidays. The
noise regulations are strictly enforced, and violators
are subject to a municipal citation and fine.

July 2008
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Community News

Chevy Chase Club to Begin Construction on
New Pools and Tennis Court

The Club plans to replace pools and tennis courts on
the north side of the property near Bradley Lane. The
plan involves construction of a new pool that meets in-
ternational competition standards, a smaller pool, a
“kiddie” pool, a pool house and construction of tennis
courts with properly managed irrigation beneath. Con-
struction is set to begin in September 2008, concluding
by Memorial Day 2009.

The plans identify a construction entrance off of
Bradley Lane between Maple Avenue and Hillcrest
Place. This construction entrance will be used for most
of the removals and deliveries. There will, however,
need to be two to three dozen cement mixers that use
the Club’s south entrance off of Connecticut Avenue
when they pour the concrete for the new pools in No-
vember. The Club has promised flagmen will be pre-
sent during construction hours and that deliveries will
not occur during rush hours.

Special Pick-Ups and
Hazardous Waste

I -

Special pick-ups are collected
each Wednesday. The Public
Works crews will collect furni-
ture, appliances and any odds
and ends that will not fit into the
regular trash. Hazardous waste items are collected by
Public Works on the second Wednesday of each month.

If you need either bulk items or hazardous waste col-
lected, please contact the Village Communications
Center by 2:00 p.m. on the preceding Tuesday to re-
quest collection . Please do not set items out until the
day prior to collection. Residents can also request a
pick-up online at ccvillage.org by clicking on Online
Forms and selecting Public Works Department Work
Order (you must first log-in).

Crews have reported that hazardous waste items, such
as gas cans, and bulk items are being placed out for col-
lection that have not been requested for removal
through the Communications Center. Items that have
not been scheduled for pick-up will no longer be col-
lected.

Call for General Election Judges

The Montgomery County Board of Elections needs
about 4,000 volunteer election judges to staff almost 250
precincts during the November general election. Judges
are essential to the success of every election — they en-
sure that citizens can vote, that those votes are cast in a
free and fair election, and that votes are protected until
counted.

To serve, a judge attends training (3 hours for most
judges), helps set up the polling place the night before
the election, and serves on Election Day. Most judges
work at their precincts from early in the morning to the
closing of the polls, but some serve only from 6 to about
11 p.m. Most judges receive a stipend of $180.

Judges work in bipartisan teams, generally with their
neighbors in their own neighborhoods. This is a real,
sometimes demanding “roll up your sleeves” job, but
judges report feeling grateful to have participated so
deeply in the democratic process and satisfied knowing
they were essential to a successful election.

We expect a heavy turnout in the November elections
and need more judges than currently on our roster. We
are, therefore, asking for your help. The first step in
serving as a judge is to visit the Montgomery County
Board of Elections website at www.777vote.org to
download a 2008 Election Judge Questionnaire. You
may also call us on 240-777-8533 to request an applica-
tion be mailed to you. Mail your completed and signed
questionnaire to the address above or fax it to us on 240-
777-8578. Thank you for your interest and help.

Leslie A. Hatch,
Recruiting & Training Coordinator
Montgomery County Board of Elections
X N Landscaping Tip
When planting a tree, make sure
that you do not cover the tree trunk
flair with dirt or mulch. The tree will
be healthier if the flair stays dry and
has exposure to the sun. This course
z%&g of action may also prevent tree fun-
gus and beetle infestation. The hole
you place the tree in should only be deep enough to set
the tree ball into, not the flair.
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Public Works Department/Trash Schedule

Resident input regarding the contracted services for trash
and recycling collection is an important factor during the
evaluation of these services. Please report missed services
to the Communications Center. Please leave your gates
unlocked to allow access to your refuse.

Special pickups of bulk items are collected on Wednes-
days. Requests must be submitted either by phone or via
the Village website by 2:00 p.m. on the preceding Tuesday
to ensure collection.

There will also be no trash collection on Monday, Sep-
tember 1, for Labor Day. Trash collection will slide one
day; therefore, Monday’s (9/1) collection will be made on
Tuesday, Tuesday’s collection will be made on Wednes-
day, Wednesday’s collection will be made on Thursday,
Thursday’s collection will be made on Friday, and Friday’s
collection will be made on Saturday. Recycling collection
for residents WEST of Connecticut Avenue will be col-
lected on Thursday, September 4. Recycling collection for
residents EAST of Connecticut Avenue will be collected
on Friday, September 5.

Special pick-ups will be collected on the regularly sched-
uled day Wednesday, September 3.

Chevy Chase Village
5906 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Building Permits Issued by the Village Manager

June 2008
17 Grafton St.......cooviiiiiiiii, Replace a/c unit
5414 Center St..Install stone wall along the NE property line
5904 Connecticut Ave.........Emergency removal of oil tank
20 W. Lenox St....ccovvvviiniininnnn Repairs to fence, garage
4019 Oliver St........ccoveenen. Replace, enlarge window well
112 Grafton St........... Install underground sprinkler system
7 Newlands St............cooiiiinnin. Replace front walkway
5514 Center St....ovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, Install drainage
7 Magnolia Pkwy..................o.i One-story rear addition
4000 Oliver St.........Repairs to existing stone retaining wall
145 Grafton St........coooviiiiiiiiin. Install driveway gate
1 Quincy St.......oovne.n. Change windows, doors, porches
104 E. Lenox St.................Patio, trash enclosure, drainage

Motor Vehicle Administration on Wheels

The MV A mobile service will visit the Friendship
Heights Village Center from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.,
Monday, July 21.

For further information, go on the MV A website at:
www.mva.state.md.us/location/montcty.htm or call the
MVA at (800) 950-1682, ext. 2.
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